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Aba Odcb 


so Amman in Tbe Army Day 


, who was accom- 
s Minister Mate 
£ Advisor Adoan 
I Army Chief of 


held in 


of the sprat of the Iraqi people 
and unacd farces which serve 0 
an effective means for steadfiut- 


fraql Prafdott SatHtrt fliTrfn 

a tod to deter the aggressors, the 
King said. 

Earlier Sunday, Batten and 
Hist Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 


KfapBrnttand parade Wd in Baghdad Saturday on the 
tig lag a ofltery flf Iraq's Army Bay (PHra photo) 

Taha Yassin Ramadan visited the the late Iraqi Defence Minister 
royal cemeteries in Baghdad and Adnan KhauaDah, die Saddam 
mated verses of the Holy Koran. Arts Centre and the Iraqi Nation- 
Tbcy also visited the tomb of al Museum. 


Jordanian conscript missing; Israel says ‘infiltrator’ killed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A conscript fe" Soadqf in 
with the Armed Forces has boea brad Radio 1 
miming with Ms personal weapon tor” opened fire 
since Saturday Bo m Us post at with Us M-16 j 
the Ai Hnmnch area near the crate hndwr on 
demarcated bse with farad, an Yaraaouk Rhrer 
array spokesman said Sunday. An liraefi ar 
“Members of his unit began said the man 
looking for Jhim bat have not yet shootout after 
found him," said the spokesman beyond the den 
in a statement earned by the “An Zsrseh 
Jordan News Agency, Pena. tected a Jordani 
The stat emen t followed reports 'Israeli territory 
that Israeli soldiers had ldtied a and kffled. Then 
Jor da n ian soldier" in a "gunhat- to our forces,* 


Israeli bullets 


de" Sadn in the same area. 

brad Rt&o said Che “mfihra- 
tor'* opened fire on IsraeS troops 
with & M-16 rifle from a coo- 
crate baste on the hnt of the 


An Israefi may c omiiw i mqwft 
said the man was bSed in a 
shootout after being found 
beyond the riciuircitioo fine 
“An I s rae li a rmy fence de- 
tected a Jordanian aohfig Unde 
'Israefi territory’. He was shot 
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Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Caaem was quoted Sunday as 
saying Israel opened fire on 
Jocdaman territory last week to 
try to divert attention from the 
Palestinian uprising m the occu- 
pied territories. 

"What Israel tried to do in the 
post few days... opening fire to- 
wards Jordanian territory for no 
reason... was part of Its constant 
efforts to shift attention. away 


facing to other areas,” Qasem 
was quoted as saying by Sawt Al 
Sfaaao newspaper. 

The Israeli army bad claimed 
that itspatzote came under fire on 
five d i ffe rent occasions in the past 
week and that the fire came from 
the Jordanian side of the de- 
marcation tine. But Jordan dis- 
missed the dates and said Israeli 
patxob opened fire horn tenor 
side of the fine with no apparent 
reason, hr one incident, Israefi 
fire was directe d at two manned 


The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Saturday condemend Israefi 
acts of provocation. 

Fateh uprising, a Syrian-based 
Palestinian group, claimed it 
mounted cross-border attacks 
Thursday and Friday, kfifing or 
wounding several Israeli soldiers. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the dann by Fateh 
Uprising, led by Saeed Musa, a 
dissident Palestinian leader 
opposed to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) C hair m an 
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Afghan rebel leader reports 

secret talks with Moscow 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — A power- 
ful Afgfran rebel leader said Sun- 
day that tbe guerrillas an holding 

secret tafia with Moscow. 

“Negotiations have Already 
started between tbe Mujabedeea 
(rebels) and the Soviets,” said 
Gitibadtfin Hekmatyar, leader of 
the orthodox Herivi-Islaiiii rebel 

The reW leader declined to 
say where the talks were being 
held, or who the participants 
were. However, he said the guer- 
rillas were asking the Soviets to 
stop ■T |w * n c the g&i /eminent in 
the Afghan capital. 

“There are many thing? to 
negotiate with the Soviets,” Hek- 
matyir said. **We are asking 
them to stop aiding Kabul, to 
stop interfering. We are talking 
about future relations between 
our two countries.” 


He refused to speculate on the 
possible outcome, but said recent 
events in Eastern Europe "have 
created a tot of hopes that the 
Soviets can adopt simitar policies 
in Afghanistan.’* 

That was in reference to Mos- 
cow’s non-interference in nations 
tha t moved in recent mouths to 
abandon singfc-p&rty Onmnunist 
rule. 

Soviet embassy officials in Isla- 
mabad could not be immediately 
readied for comment 
Western (fiploouts say Moscow 
sends about $300 million worth of 
munitions and i»™«Mn**ii«i aid 
to Kabul each month. Washing- 
ton, meanwhile, provides $500 
mflfi on worth of military supplies 
annuall y to the rebels. 

Hekmatyar’s group is the only 
me of fee seven major rebel 
organisations headquartered in 


Pakistan to urge a mutual arms 
oiton. 

For more than a decade the 
rebels have been fighting to oust 
successive Communist govern- 
ments. Until a year ago, they 
were also battfog Soviet combat 
troops, who marched into Afgha- 
nistan in December 1979 to help 
crash a growing insurgency. 

More than 163,000 Soviet soL 
di era fought alongside Af ghan 
government troops a United Na- 
tions-brokered agreement pro- 
viding for (hen withdrawal, which 
was completed last February- 

Western diplomats and rebel 
sources predicted the Kabul gov- 
eminent would collapse shortly 
after Soviet sokfies withdrew. 
But 11 months later it is stiQ in 
power and controls all major 
dtics. The rebels control about 90 
per cent of the countryside. 




fighting 

rekindles fears 


BEIRUT (AP) — Army ire 
loyal to Michel Aoun and Syr 
Sacked mfltofamen traded mo 
and tank fire across Barm’s 


Sunday, kindlmg lean of 1 
round of aB-ouc civil war. 


op along Beirut's five-kitometre 
tfawpOToniwi fine jolted r eside nt s 
of the low-income districts of 
Sodeco mad Ras Al Nabaa out of 
bed at daws. 

Thousands scurried to base- 
ments and bomb shelters as tbe 
dnmdexous Masts of mortar and 
artillery ibefis echoed across the 
rity. 

Militias entrenched in Ras Al 
Nabaa accused soldiers of Aocm 
of starting the dash. Aoun’s com- 
mand said in a statement “Syria’s 
snrroaates 1 * were behind tbe 


two. 

The dasbes also forced tbc 
dosorc Saturday of the museum 
c ro ss in g, fee only gateway be- 
tween the two sectors of fee 
capital. Police sjdd it was the 
g ra v est vikdaten of a ceas e fire 
called by tbe Arab League on 
Sept. 22. 

The truce had halted six 
months of murderous artillery 
duds between Aeon’s forces and 
tbe Syrian -backed militia in 
which 929 people were killed and 
2,744 wounded. 

Tbe Inti was further strained by 
overnight mortar duels between 
Aram’s troops and Dxuze mffitia- 
men at the monntamtop town of 
Souq A! Gharb, 25 kilometre s 
southeast of Beirut. No casualties 


Green fine fighting Saturday 
killed two civilians and wounded 


‘The accelerating tempo of the 
violations b alarming,” said a 
police spokesman. “There is no 
cohesive mechanism to curb the 


The hostilities reflect a deepen- 
ing political crisis resaltiqg from 
Aoun’s defiance of the interna- 
tionally acclaimed government of 
President Elias Hrawi, who was 
elected by partiameat Nov. 24. 

Hrawi, a Maronite Catholic, 
fired Aoun as army commander 
and interim prime minister and 
formed a “national reconcilia- 
tion” gover n ment to try to end 
the country’s 14-year-old civil 
war. 

But Aram, also a Maronite, 
rejected the move and held out in 
the Christian enclave tab troops 
control north and northeast of 
Beirut. 

Aoun’s defiance is threatening 
to cement the de facto partition 
of Lebanon and Mock an Arab 
League-brokered plan to intro- 
duce political reforms for Cfarist- 
ian-MusHm coexistence. 


PLO deploys more forces in 
former Hizbollah positions 


KfAR MILKEH, Lebanon (R) ’ 
— The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) deployed 
more gDereifias in South Lebanon 
Sunday to separate battling 
Shf he nrifitiamen as Syria ana 
Iran called for an immediate ceas- 


Security so u rc e s said some 100 
men loyal to FLO leader Yasser 
Arafat moved into positions va- 
cated by -fighters of the pro- 
Iranian Raboflah (Party of God). 

The positions in Kar hfiDeeh 
formed a small part of t euit o ry 
which Hizbollah seized from the 
Syrian-backed Amal militia In 
two weeks of fighting in tbe Iqlim 
AI Tufah area, 40 kilometres 


Al Tufah area, 40 kitometres 
south of Beirut. 

Clashes with mortars and 
machmegnns continued in parts 
oflqfim Ai Tfc&h where the PLO 
has not deployed, the sources 

ytad 

In Damascus, Iran’s First De- 
puty For eig n Minister Moham- 
mad Afi Besharati held talks wife 
Syrian Fore ig n Minister Faronq 
Al Sfaaraa and representatives of 


Amal and Hizbollah to find ways 
of ending fee fighting. 

A Syrian go v ernm ent official 
source said Beshaxati and Sharaa 
called for an immedite ceasefire 
and said the two nwH*i«s should 
withdraw to the positions with 
held before the fighting erupted. 

PLO official Mohammad AH 
said has group had completed 90 
per cent of its mresinn to separate 
tbe w anin g sides. 

“Contacts are underway now 
wife both groups for more de- 
ployment in other positions,” he 
said. 

The PLO now has 600 heavily 
armed guerrillas spread along the 
three kilometres battle zone from 
Kfar Hats to Kfar MDkeh. 

At least 74 people have been 
killed and more than 270 wound- 
ed in the battles between Hizbol- 
lah and Amal, vying for Lead- 
ership of Lebanon's U million 
Suites. 

People who had fled their vil- 
lages during fee fighting began to 
return Sunday. 

“The people of my village have 


started to retain because fee 
situation is im proving,” said Has- 
san Salman, from Kfar Hata. 

Beshaxati, who visited Leba- 
non and Syria last month, was 
expected in Beirut later Sunday. 

The rival militias have largely 
ignored repeated appeals by 
Damascus and Tehran to end fee 
fighting fior c ontro l of territory 
north of Israel’s setf-dedared buf- 
fer strip in South Lebanon. 

A peace agreement between 
Amal and Hizbollah collapsed 
after Amal refused to allow Hiz- 
bollah figfoers into the south, 
from where they can launch 
attacks against the Zionist state. 

Palestinian offidals raid the 
PLO was trying to keep the fight- 
ing away from the ‘Ain Al Hxweh 
and Mieh Mieb Palestinian re- 
fugee camps, only a few 
kilometres from the battle zone. 

PLO sources said another grad 
was to stop Hizbollah gaining 
ground in fee direction of the 
camps, in case it linked up wife 
anti- Arafat and Palestinian fun- 
damentalist groups there. 


East Germany’s New Forum 
demands Communists ease grip 


LEIP ZIG, East Germany (Ages- rhang ii 
cks) — East Germany’s biggest Ofhi 
. o ppo si tion g roup New Forum effectn 
fcetteoed Sunday to cafi a general “Poop] 
strike if the ruling Com m uni s t Very k 
Party (fid not loosen its grip on one d< 
power. Easi 

New Forum voted at a oougress Mnrist 
in Tripig to hold nationwide workei 
dem onstrati ons Jan. 15 deman- saying 
ding a more acco unta ble govern- to the 
merit ahead of free elections due nomy. 
in May. ^ 

If there were no visible steps 
towards Communist Party r eform h 

by Jan. 20, fee umbrella opposi- 
Bra group said it would cafi for 
all-out m/tn«r»fa1 action. mqnrc 

“We consider it important to Ao ^ 
keep a strike can as one of our 
options,” congress chairman 
Heflco Lite said in a sta t e m e n t 

New Forum said it wanted the *^“5 
Communist Party to publish its 
financial accounts, give public ac- rorec * 
cess to investigations into oorrup- Hot 
tion by the former leadership and monsh 
prove it had fully disbanded the fcsum i 
hated Stas secret police. break, 

Although the Communists ^ q 

Erkh^o^dtar and most of his In i 
Stafinfet governm e n t toppled in a attract 
popular uprising last year, many march, 
opposition groups doubt the Gxegoi 
sincerity of the new leadership's al l for 
c ommitnuait to reform. Grand 

New Fonnn is suspicions of go*- ' tnry ' 

hat former Hei 
members of fee Stasi, officially WestC 
dissolved in December, have no own a 
access to weapons. It fears the 
Communis ts nngfat buflda amflar I 

s e c uri ty fa re to intimidate voters 
in tiie May 6 elections. Mea 


Others were sceptical how 
effective a strike rail would be. 
“People in the factories are not 
Very keen to hold stoppages,” 
one delegate said. 

East German Economics 
Minister Christa Loft appealed to 
workers last month not to strike, 
saying it could do great damage 
to the country’s teetering eco- 
nomy. 

The Cranmunists still control 
the trade unions, but it is not 
dear how workers would respond 
if they tried to stop an o p po si tton- 
inspired strike. 

According to opinion polls 
commissioned on both rides of 
the Berlin Wall, the Communists 
owwMftd fee s up po rt of betw een a 
quarter and a fend of the people, 
well ahead of any other pofiticaZ 
voice. 

However, massive weekly de- 
moDStratinra in Leipzig, due to 
resume Monday after a Christmas 
break, have increasingly called 
for Ger man reunification, which 
the Communists oppose. 

In an appare nt attempt to 
attract support before Monday’s 
inar c h . Communist Party leader 


News agency reported. 

The Social Democrats, another 
reform gro up , had announced 
feat six movements were banding 
together to boost their election 


longer posable in this country,” 
one regional delegate at the con- 
gress said. “The Sed (Cramnumst 
Party) most be forced into 


attract support before Monday’s 
march . Communist Party leader 
Gregor Gysi called Saturday’ for 
an foreign troops to leave East 
Germany by the end of the cen- 
-tnry. 

He also proposed that East and 
West Germany should halve their 
own armed forces fay next year. 

Spfit hi opposition 

Meanwhile, the United Left 
pro-reform group said it has with- 


drawn from the opposition’s elec- 
tion alliance 90 coalition, 
announced only three days ago. 
East Germany’s official ADN 


But Berad Gebrkes of United 
Left was quoted by ADN as 
saying his group was “misleading- 
ly presented” in the announce- 
ment by tbe Social Democrats. 

However, Gebrkes said his 
group was open to other affiances 
“if suitable common policies can 
be worked out.” 

Social Democrat leader Steffen 
Reiche had said in tbe announce- 
ment feat Ms party bad joined 
with New Fonnn, Democratic 
Awakening, Democracy Now, 
the bitiatm for Peace and Hu- 
man Rights and the United Left. 

The" 150 delegates from New 
Forum branches around tbe 
country have declared that elec- 
tion ctf individual, independent 
candidates was preferable to vot- 
ing for political parties or 
affiances, and that New Forum 
candidates would rather run 

alone. 

Regulations on campaigning 
and haiwing are to be set out 
under a new election law, a draft 
of which is expected to be pub- 
lished before Thursday's par- 

fiament ai y session. 

■ 

Differences among opposition 
groups have also become appa- 
rent during the weekly negotia- 
tions among the various reform 
movements, the Communists and 
other political parties. 

Tbe talks were initiated Dec. 7 
to provide a forum for drafting 
f BHwi pi and airing the views of 
the citizens’ groups that have no 
representation in the govern- 
ment. • 
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Middle 


Lebanon’s poor 

another 

■ 

bleak new year 



By Simon Martin 

Rcater 

BEIRUT — In the nightclubs 
and chic re s ta u r an t s of Kaslik, 
you’d never know there was a 
war on. 

After 14 years of dvfl strife in 
Lebanon, a surprising number 
of people in the country’s 
Christian enclave still find the 
money to enjoy a night out in 
style. 

But glossy magazines adver- 
tising watches, jewellery or 
Scotch whisky cater for the 

conspicuous consumption of a 
minority. The majority will face 
a new year of increasing de- 
privation or acute hardship, 
charity workers say. 

“Before, there was a Large 
middle dass,” said Maurice 
Abu Jaoudeh, a voluntary 
worker at die Catholic Centre 
fore Information. 

“T hat has almost dis- 
appeared, by emigration or by 
joining the ranks of the poor. 
|“ The very rich stayed very rich.’' 
Abu Jaondeb and Father 
Antoine Gem ay el, director of 
the centre which coordinates 
£ church charity work, say the 
V lifestyle of an affluent few is 
misleading. 

An acute economic crisis ex- 
„ acerbated by the war has 
caused the average Lebanese 
on both sides of the green line 
dividing Beirut severe 
hardship, they say. 

The minimum wage has just 
been raised to 35,000 Lebanese 
pounds ($67) a month. An 
'average unskill ed worker can 


& 


* 


expect to earn around 55,000 
pounds ($105). 

All government schools in 
Christian east Beirut are full 
and a place at a -private school 
costs around $400 a year, 
Father Gemayel says. Many 
schools were hit in the six- 
month artillery wax last year, 
reducing places still further. 

The Roman Catholic charity 
Garitas, which operates 
throughout Lebanon, and other 
charities, help with fees. Pa- 
rents also make great sacrifices 
to educate their children. 

“They sell land, they do the 
impossible, to send their kids to 
school,” Father Gemayel said. 

■ Hospital care can also bank- 
rupt a family. Every hsoptial in 
die Christian enclave and most 
in west Beirut were hit in the 
shelling. 

East Beirut has three free 
hospitals but those forced to 
use private wands can expect to 
ray $150 a day without surgery. 
Father Gemayel says. 

Some half a mini on people 
have fled to the Christian en- 
- dave from other areas dnrig the 
-war, putting acute pressure on 
housing. Many have ended up 
in Nabaha, a teeming district of 
crumbling shell-pocked apart- 
ments and potboled roads next 
to the Beirut river. 

Many refugees were agri- 
cultural workers without em- 
ployment skills suitable for dty 
life. Some 60 per cent of all 
Lebanon’s factories were in any 
case damaged in the shelling 
war and Father Gemayel 
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estiamtes unemployment at 22 
per cent. 

The figure would be dramati- 
cally worse but for the fact that 
some 850,000 people emigrated 
since the war started in 1975. 

The Lebanese pound, around 
four to the dollar in 1985 and 


540 this month, is chiefly to 
blame for the plight of 
Lebanese. Because the country 
produces so little of its needs, 
almost all prices rise with the 
dollar even though wages are in 
pounds. 

“When the dollar goes up. 


prices go up. When the dollar 
cranes down' p ri ces stay the 
same,” said Abu Jaoudeh. 

A pair of shoes costs half an 
average worker’s monthly sal- 
ary. New clothes, left alone a 
new car, are an impossible 
dream for many. 


Israeli legislator calls for 
probe Into Noriega ‘adviser’ 



JtEL AVIV (Agencies) — An 
opposition member of parliament 
has called for an official inquiry 
Into former Israeli spy Mike 
'Harari ’s links with ousted 
^Panamanian leader Manuel 
’Antonio Noriega. 
ft But Harari, in his first televi- 
*fion interview since U.S. forces 
invaded Panama, denied, he was 
t-hand man and de- 
reports as “disin- 
formation and psychological war- 
ifare” against him. 

Yossi Sand, a left-wing mem- 
dber of the parliamentary foreign 
mffairs and defence committee, 
-said it must investigate Hajari’s 
Vrole in Panama in recent years. 

“There is no donbt that Harari 
■was Noriega's right-hand man 
■and we have to check if Noriega 
* laundered drug money also with 
sbis right hand to dean it,” Saiid 
fraid in a statement, 
a Harari told Israel Television he 
?pas a private businessman who 
Vhad some civilian dealings in 
-fanama and he only knew 
Noriega socially. 

He said he was in Panama at 
the time of the U.S. military 
^invasion on Dec. 20 but escaped 
-of bis own accord. Some reports 
■said the U.S. had captured Harari 
«£>ut released him under pressure 
H»Jrom Israel. 

A former intelligence officer in 
Israel's Mossad, Harari resur- 
bfaced in Israel Friday when ex- 
n£erpts from has interview were 
shown on Israel Television. The 
Jail interview was screened 
Saturday. 

“They said I was Noriega's 
adviser...rm not an adviser, I 
wasn’t in the past I'm not num- 
ber one and Fm not number two. 
Noriega is not a partner of mine,” 
Harari said. 

“I did not supervise his affairs. 
I did not supervise or train his 
forces' I did not organise his 
personal guard. I am simply a 


private individual involved in 
business.” 

He said he decided to appear 
on television to dispel rumours 
and dear his name. 

Harari, 62, was widely believed 
to have been a key adviser to 
Noriega and to have recruited 
and trained his bodyguard. 

U.S. officials in Panama said 
last week that U.S. forces bad 
captured Harari, but they later 
said there appeared to have been 
a mistake. Harari said be was 
never in U.S. custody. 

On Wednesday, the operation- 
al commander of the U.S. inva- 
sion force, Lieutenant-General 
Carl Stiner, said Harari had 
escaped U.S. forces looking for 
him and had fled to Israel. 

The head of Panama’s new 
security force, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Eduardo Herrera, told Reu- 
ters that two unidentified Israelis 
had tipped off Harari about the 
U.S. invasion six hours before 
U.S. troops landed. 

Security sources said Harari, 
who escorted Noriega on an offi- 
cial visit to Israel in the early 
1980s, was a useful go-between 
for Israel in Panama until his role 
became embarrassing when the 
United States sought to oust 
Noriega for alleged drug dealing. 

Harari told Israel television be ar- 
rived in Panama by chance in the 
early 1968 and planned to spend 24 
to 48 honrs in the country. 

“A Jewish friend offered me to 
meet a young major, in this case 
it was Omar Torrijos (Herrera),” 
Harari said, adding that Torrijos 
was described as a person in- 
terested in Israel. 

Harari said he was reluctant, 
but then “I was pressured and 
asked... and when I met this per- 
sonality, and I stress personality, 
chemistry was at work between 
ns, and instead of 15 minutes I 
spent seven hours with him. We 
became friends.” 


“Several months after this 
young major was promoted to the 
rank of colonel and then led a 
coup in October 1968,” deposing 
President Arnolfo Arias, Harari 
said. 

Harari said he continued- to 
visit the “great leader” Torrijos 
several times a year. During one 
of the visits, in 1980, Torrijos 
introduced him to Noriega. 
Shortly after, Torrijos was killed 
in an accident, and Noriega came 
to power three years later. 

Harari said he voluntarily res- 
igned from “government service” 
in 1980 and became a private 
businessman. 

“When I resigned, I decided 
not to deal with intelligence and 
security, because this is what I 
was doing in the past, and not to 
engage in weapons trade... I tried 
to deal in agriculture, promote 
housing and trade projects, and 
(sell) equipment but only civilian 
equipment,” Ik said. 

Harari described his rela- 
tionship with Noriega as “friend- 
ly" and said: 

“I knew Noriega as a wise, 
energetic, patriotic man, a cun- 
ning man who has an oustanding 
ability to survive, to make 
friends, to organise, to hold the 
reigns of power and coordinate 
state affairs.” 

“Noriega is an American 
creature. ..the Americans have 
created and developed and raised 
him. Noriega was pro-American 
and still is pro-American, I think, 
in spite of his present position,” 
he said. 

Harari indicated be thought the 
United States was behind media 
reports about his involvement in 
Panama, which he termed “a 
campaign of disinformation and 
psychological war agains t me.” 

He denied newspaper reports 
about his alleged trips to Col- 
umbia and Nicaragua, saying he 
had never visited these countries 


Iranian radical backs kidnappers 

NICOSIA (R) — Former Iranian Interior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtasbemi has publicaDy given his blessing to Lebanese 
kidnappers believed to be holding 17 Western hostages. “In my 
point of view,” he told Tehran Times in an interview published 
Sunday, “Lebanese Sunnis, Shfrtes, Druze and Christians are the 
hostages of foe United States, Israel and other Western powers. 
“So it’s their natural right to take hostages to inflict heavy blows 
on their enemies. “No negotiations but force is foe answer to what 
the enemies of the Lebanese have done against die deprived 
nation,” said Mohtashenri, who was instrumental informing the , 
I ranian -backed Hizhoflah in Lebanon. The fundamentalist group 
is believed despite its denials to be holding most of the 17 
Westerners missing, presumed kidnapped, in Lebanon. 
Mohtashemi, a hardliner dropped from the cabinet by re fo r mist 
President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam, was elected to parlia- 
ment in a Tehran by-election last month. 


North Yemen denies Israeli claim 


SANA (R) — North Yemen denied- Sunday reports by an Israeli 
n ew s pap er that it would consider allowing Israelis of Yemenite 
origin to visit relatives in their homeland. “North Yemen’s policy 
does not allow anyone with Israeli or South African passports to 
visit Yemen. It also refuses entry to passport holders with Israeli 
or South African visa stamps,” Foreign Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Iryani told Reuters. Israel’s mass-circulation Yedioth Ahronoth 
newspaper said Friday leaders of the Yemenite Jewish community 
had received a message from Iryani saying be would consider 
positively requests to visit relatives. Iryani denied sending such a 
message. Some 43,000 of Yemen’s 45,000 Jews moved to Israel in 
1949 and 1950. Several hundred re main in North Yemen. 


Turkey amends prison regulations 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey’s justice ministry has enacted prison 
changes designed to improve conditions which have been criti- 
cised by international human rights groups- Under the changes, 
in authorities are barred from chaining inmates or using other 
restraints except for handcnffis when a prisoner is taken 
from one location to another. The decree said “inhuman, 
humiliating disciplinary action” is forbidden. Cells will be lighted 
at all times and inmates in isolation ceDs wiD be under medical 
supervision, inmates serving sentences of 10 years or less will 
receive an animal three-day leave from prison. Visiting privilige& l 
formerly granted only to the closest kin, will be expanded to cover 
grandparents, cousins, aunts, uncles and in-laws. Tnmntec wju be 
allowed privacy when visited by relatives or their lawyers. Any 
letters of complaint written to officials by inmates will be sent to 
foe proper addresses without any tampering, the decree said. 



Egypt urges Arabs to 
unite against Iran 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Foreign 
Minister Bamat - Abdul Megmd 


Sunday commended Iraq’s prop- 
osal for reviving stalled peace 
talks with Iran called on Arab 
leaders to form a “united Arab 
stance" against Tehran’s refusal 
of foe plan; 


The Egyptian foreign' mmigter 
did not specify wbat actions Arab 
leaders should take against the 
Iranian rejection. 

Ban has already, dismissed as a 
“campaign of public deception” 
Iraq’s proposal for a direct- dia- 
logue between -the two countries’ 


Abdul Megmd fold reporters' leaders to be held alternately in 
that Iraqi President Saddam Hus- Baghdad and Tehran under su- 
m’s ofrer reflected his country’s perrision of the United Nations. 

* 

Qatar, Algeria vofce concern 


reflected his country’s 
wish for a peaceful end to the 
Iran-Iraq confksL 
BSs comments were carried by 
tiie Middle East News Agency.. 

“The peace initiative that Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein has 
announced reflects Iraq’s peace- 
ful attitude and its concern to 
establish a comprehensive 
peace,” Abdul Meguid said. 

“The initiative is a step which 
deserves commitment from all 
sides and we call on Iran to 
it. And Arab leaders should 
the I ranian position in the case of 
its rejection of the initiative to 
create a united Arab ' stance 
against it,” Abdul Meguid ad d ed. 





Algeria and Qatar called bn 
Sunday for a lasting peace agree- 
ment between Iran and 
saying the current deadlock 
harm all Gulf states. 

“Continuation of tins negative 
situation will harm the interests 
of... Iraq and Iran! and the re- 
gion,” said a jont statement at the 
aid of a three-day visit to Algeria . 
by Qatar’s e n rir, Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Hamad A1 ThanL 
A United Nations-sponsored 
halted the 


-Enast Abdul Meguid 

I m 

Gulf war in Augpst 1988 but tails 
on a peara accord have stalled. 

Thes tatemcnty quoted by foe 
Qatari News Agency, expressed 
rapport for the Palestinian upris- 
ing and Palestinian demands for 
self -determin ation , including 
their own state. 

It described Israeli tactics in 
the West Bank and Gaza Stem as 
inhuman and urged the world to 
stop troops violating internation- 
al 


3 Soviet Muslims cross 

■ 

Azerbaijan border into Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Three Soviet 
Muslims crossed into Iran’s Azer- 
baijan province at the weekend 
and returned home after a day- 
long visit carrying souvenirs and 
copies of tiie Karan, state-run 
Tehran -Radio reported Sunday. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said the Soviet Azerbai- 
janis crossed the Araks River 
which farms part of the Soviet- 
T ranian border and visited with 
Iranian Muslims in the village of 
Poldasht Saturday. 

It did not say if the men swam 
across the river or used boats. 

Four Soviet youths cut barbed 
wire border fences on tiie Araks 
River and swam to the Iranian 
ride a week ago. A fifth compan- 
ion drowned. . 

Rampaging pro te stors deman- 
ding unifi c at ion of Soviet Azer- 
baijan with the adjacent northern 
Iranian province also populated 
by ethmc Azerbaijanis tried to 
break open the border in recent 
demonstrations. 

TASS, the official Soviet news 
agency, said 7,500 protestors des- 
troyed guard observation towers, 
electronic alarm equipment and 
communications lines along the 
border in the unrest that began 
"lee. 31- 

-It ’said onepersoirwas kffled in 
a dash among tiie protestors, but 
did not disclose a figure for the 


injured or say when exactly the 
incident happened. 

Border guards did not use then- 
weapons and. none was hurt do* 
spite threats against them, it 
added. 

The seeds of the unrest were 
sown Dec. 4, wfaeh a crowd of 
Soviet Azerbaijanis gathered at 
foe border and- called through 
loudspeakers on their Iranian 
neighbours to unify their regions, 
the state-run Soviet 
Izvestia reported earlier. 

The Iranian report on foe latest 
Soviet visitors coincided with a 
report on Moscow Radio that the 
Azerbaijani government has 
promised to allow more access to 
arable land on the banks of foe 
Araks River and to take mea- 
sures to make it easier to cross 
the border into Iran. 

The Azerbaijanis are an ethnic 
group who, Ktc most Iranians, 
are largely Shi’ite Muslims. Some 
four nullum Azerbaijanis live in 
northern Iran, while the popula- 
tion of Soviet Azerbaijan is esti- 
mated at 6.8 million. 

Soviet officials had expressed 
concern about Islamic fun- 
damentalism creeping across tiie 
border after the rise of tbelsla- 
ifncrevohitioii to power in -Iran in 
1979: 

Iran’s deputy foreign minister, 
Mahmoud VaezL was in Moscow 


this weekend and was expected to 
raise the issue of free movement 
across the border for Azerbai- 
janis with K remlin leaders.! . 

The Engfish4angnage Tehran 
Times said in an editorial Satur- 
day: “An agreement on free ben- 
der crossing between the two 
governments... will greatly help 
to alleviate the seething emotions 
of people who wish to see their 
ancestoral land and visit long-lost 
relatives.” 

The newspaper warned: “The 
Kremlin should avoid su ppr ess i ng 
foe Azerbaijani -people at all 
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It added: “Iranian authorities 
have already began moves for 
preparing foie grounds for Azer- 
baijani Muslims to visit Iran’s 
holy shrines and religious institu- 
tions.” 

IRNA said that following 
meetings between I ranian and 
Soviet officials in Moscow Friday, 
the two sides agreed to ease 
travel restrictions between the 
two countries and issue vims 
within 15 days. It did not say who 
these officials were. 

Soviet Azerbaijan was ac- 
quired by Russia in the 1800s, hi 
1941, -the Red Army moved into 
northern Iran and foe Soviets set 
up a puppet state there . But after 
an international outer?!" foe 
troops pulled out in 1! 
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ANKARA (R) — Turkey will 
test the intention of Bulgaria's 
new leaders this week on rights 
for' eatimic Turks, a passion- 
charged issue that sparked a re- 
fugee flood under the old regime 
and is causing strikes and protests 
under the new. 

“Turkey will respond to every 
positive step that Bulgaria takes 
in this regard,” Foreign Minister 
Mesut Yflmazsakl Saturday as he 
left for Bahrain on his way to 
talks with Bulgarian Foreign 
Minister Boyko Dimitrov in 
Kuwait Tuesday. 

The meeting will be the second 
m a series started before last 
month’s downfall of Todor Zhiv- 
kov, whose a rawi P gi g w of forced 

300,000 refugees 
into Turkey in June, July and 
August. 

Zhivkov’s successors have 
promised equal rights to Bulgar- 
ia’s estimated 1.5 million Muslim 
Turks. But strikes and protests by 
Bulgarians opposed to tiie new 
policy have swept the country 
since Tuesday. 

Yflmaz said: “The incidents are 
not something we can be ■ ex- 


pected to show understanding 
for. They are caused by- the rem- 
nants of the former administra- 
tion.” 


According to a Foreign Minis- 
try sources who dedined to be 
named Turkey’s niafn aim in 
Kuwait wifl be to coax foe Bulga- 
rians to acknowledge formally the 
existence of a Muslim minority, if 
not a Tur kish one. 

“Working . out an accord to 
protect foe property and social 
rights of the refugees, and the 
danoteratic rights of die majority 
who remain, will come after 
that,” he said. 

A senior Bulgarian diplomat 
said in Istanbul said fast week 
that “the sew lradexship of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party is 
now openly and sincerely telling 
the truth. It win strive for equal 
rights for every citizen without 
considering religion or race.” 

The Zhivkov maintained that 
there was no ethnic minority in 
Bulgaria — only Bulgaxs whose 
forebears were forced to adopt 
Islam before 1878, when the 
country was part of the Ottoman 
Turkish empire. 

Use flood of ethnic Turks to 
Turkey last year was one of tiie 
biggest population movements in 
Europe since World War H. 
More than 95,000 have since gone 
bade, many because they found 
no jobs in Turkey. 

Turkey reimposed visa restric- 


tions in August because it could 
not cope with . the unchecked 
flood. 

Dimitrov Saturday expressed 
government's interest in good 
relations with Turkey. 

But Dimitrov, in a television 
appearance, said in .reply to a 
question that Bulgaria would not 
recognise “a national minority or 
a cultural autonomy” " of the 
ethnic Turks. 

“There is no reason for that. 
No international . agreement 
prompts the Bulgarian ride to 
(take; stub steps," he said. “We 
want to put relations with turkey 
on a mutually useful and equal 



Stanko Todorov, the president 
of parliament, pledged on nation- 
al television Friday evening that a 
new ethnic policy would be work- 
ed out to overcome “internation- 
al isolation.” 

He also made clear the decision 
to restore Turks’ and Muslims’ 
rights was irrevocable. 

Calls for the protests to cease 
were unheeded and Todorov on 
Saturday hurried to Razgrad, a 
northern city where protests have 
apparently increased. 

In Sofia, witnesses said at least 
2,000 bulgarians continued a rally 
in front of parliament. 
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Peaceful transitions 


AT a time when the world is celebrating the demise of the 
Communist order in Eastern Europe and baiting the 
introduction of ptnralran in its place, ti is fair and proper to 
pause dm a m * n n t g to pay a tribute to the socialist order for 
bringing about positive changes within the capitalist world. 
Lest mankind forgets, it was the threat of communism and 
the challenge of socialism that prompted the capitalist order 
to reform from the Imssez foire stage to a market economy 
tinged with some dements of sotiatism in order to meet the 
pressing needs of poverty, unemployment, health insurance 
or education. Thus it is in order to recognise the great effects 
of socialism on capitalism at a time when mankind is 
burying with great fanfare the unadulterated form of 


Historians, political scientists and economists would 
probably attri b ute the end of c onmuaism to its inability to 
reform and adapt in the direction of capitalism as capitalism 
had successfully done in the direction of socialism. Had the 
communist order evolved and developed as capitalism had 
done, it would have probably converged with market 
economy systems somewhere half way and fin the end 
survived the ted of time. Instead it opted to remain stiff and 
uncompromising until the bitter end. Its fossilised concepts 
and inflexibility to adopt new and innovative ways to cope 
with new situations and conditions enslaved It with iron 
chains to worn-out and rigid guidelines. What ever 
possessed Communism to think that a socio-economic order 
which suited it decades ago can still serve it weD in a 
completely new world is the question that v3l occupy the 
minds of historians for many generations. 

And for how long its remnants can stay a way from 
crombting is open to c oq lnnctii re. -The last strongholds of 
cornmnnism can stiti save themselves from the inevitable if 
they begin to incorporate the seeds of change mid evolution 
and start the long road towards contemporary ways of 
government and functional means to ran their economies. 
Hiis could be the safest and wisest route to their salvation 
and the surest way to avoid tbe kmd of chaos and instability 
that usually ensue from and accompany abrupt chang** in 
the political and economic order of any g i v en country. The 
extent that these remaining bastions of pore and simple 
communism are willing to implement changes within their 
infrastructure will determine their capacity to survive the 
ordeals awaiting them. The dreadful experience of Romania 
must be avoided and evaded. It is therefore the hope and 
aspiration of all mankind that peaceful t ransiti ons in all 
forms of rigid rule can be given a «**»"*«> to preempt more 
violent revolutions. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Kal Arabic daily the 1990 fiscal budget which was 

presented to parliament Saturday and said that it is designed to 
help Jordan adapt to the economic reform programme winch is 
bound to help stimulate the national economy and restore 
stability. But the paper said that the government needs to place 
controls on spending and eliminate any excesses beginning with 
government departments; and has to introduce steps that could 
help solve the problem of unemployment as demanded by 
parliament. What is also needed at the moment is a wide-scale 
campaign to spread awareness among members of tbe public for 
rationalisation in various fields and for curtailing unnecessary 
expenses as part of the general effort to remvigorate the national 
economy, the paper noted. The budget manifested the high cost 
of ttving in Ionian and pointed to the fact that many Jordanians 
are find it difficult to cope with soaring prices «nH to maW; both 
ends meet, said the paper. Therefore, it said, the deputies o ugh t 
first to give a good example to tbe masses by adopting austerity 
measures to be applied first on themselves, and to 
serious efforts. in their discussions to find means of alleviating tbe 
sufferings of a bread sector of the low-moome croups among 
Jordanians. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily draws public attent i on to die 
fact that Iran and Israel the two enemies of the Arab nati on might 
resort to aggression on Iraq to stem the growing Arab strength. 
Abdri Rahim Omar notes that Iran which Ha$ rejected SaAfam 
Hussein’s peace offer realises too well that it has do ot her 


desperate aggression on Iraq or to 
eighbour. The writ 



. — writer says that . 

vriD no doubt continue to seek a permanent peace with Iran, 

thanks to its military superiority, it will no doubt repel any 
aggression on Arab soil. The writer draws attention to Israel’s 
aggressive policies towards the Arab nation and notes (Hat Israeli 
rulers, using American weapons, might resort to au ntfiw agates- 
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son on Iraq. But, be adds, this time the Iraqis wifi prove to Hm» 

t of a 


world that they can deal with any sort oraggression on its 
territory, as it confines to develop its technological skills and 
military arsenal which is feared by the e n aiw i we of the Arab 
nation. Tbe writer says hat Israel has always been maintaining its 
strategy on the basis that it must posses power equal to, or 
surpassing that of the whole strength of the Arab nation, but, he 
adds, Tel Aviv has now begun to realise that this stale of affairs no 


>AI Dnstour daily newspaper voiced optimism bn the suepess of tbe 
national economic r efor m programme in the Kingdom. The paper 
said that the modest su c ces s so far achieved over a short penoa of 
time is sufficient to give us optimism, especially since success was 
achieved under very difficult conditions in the Kin gdo m The 

he fiscal bn 


paper said tbe Minister of Finance’s statement on the fiscal budget 
outlining the government’s orientation in the Miwiwg year, and 
die plans to rationalise public expenditure ail point to a 


prospective future and an era marked with success in many fields. 
The paper referred in particular to the minister's statement that 


Jordan has already began to overcome the serious challen g es that 
faced the Kingdom in the past year, and has already gone some 
way towards stimulating the national economy by providing the 
essential foreign exchange and replenishing the' treasury with 
foreign currency needed to finance essential imports for develop- 
ment. 


Monday’s Political Pulse 


By Dr. WalkJ Sadf 



Peres must put His foot down 


RECENTLY Israel’s Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres made 
a persuasive jmd poignant rebuttal to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir over the latter’s decision to dimmish Ezer Weazman’s role 
in the cabinet for allegedly making contacts with the PLO. Peres 
reminded Shamir that it was he and his Likud partners that had 
torpedoed Jordan’s role in die peace process two years ago and 
effectively removed it as a principal interlocutor. And now 
Shamir, Peres warned, wants to remove also the PLO from the 
p roce s s just as mischievously as he had done vis-a-vis 
Jordan in tbe past. That is why. Pines postulated, Shamir wants 
the PLO also out of the way in order to leave the Arab side with 
so real party to negotiate over the future of the West Bank and 
fi»7a Strip and become an easier prey to Shamir’s m achiav ellian 


and pilfers therefore not to rock the boat now. But wouldn’t a 
Ayidfq i nn m tr> pmrnitate a governmental crisis in Israel serve as 
the very catalyttS rould galvanise the faraeK publk: opinion m 
dig {Erection 'of reasonable accommodation with the Palest inian 
side and «hakB ihwn op from their political dumber or letha rgy? 
Is it outrageous and untenable to argue that by sharing power with 
the Iikdtoe Labour Party is in effect consolidating tbe position of 

the Liknd by helping it to dig deeper mto foe fabric of Israeli body 

politic ? Alas, every time Peres and his colleagues had an ample 
opportunity and a just cause to rock the boat in Israel they opted 
to stay calm and collected and at the end many opportunities to 
break the deadlock and confosion within Israel was given yet 

another stay of execution. 


the tcrafJi pnKfjral (ferianti -mfllrfng process. But that is exactly 
e doing anyway 

between their people rmd the Arabs a real chance to ghtff 


what they are 


; process, 
they wot 


. At best they would have given peace 


Yes (Hi* is an invitation to Peres to put his foot down and cany 
out iris pledge to negotiatepeaoe with the Arab side on terms that 
reason and justice would tolerate. Otherwise the staleinate would 
<hag on for ever and ever md the chances of peace in the Middle 
“ ‘ the real and ultimate victim. Meanwhile the 



But if that is the way Peres sees the situation, why mi earth does 
he and his Labour Party keep on procrastinating over their 
rfwyy n fa threats and innuen does to part company with die Tikud 
Party. Doeshe want to wait until there are no more peaceful 
options left on tbe negotiating table and the centrist position of 
the Pales tinian side is undermined beyond repair and hope before 
be makes his move? True, the Labour Party fears national 
elections in Israel at tins time, because the tide is moving against it 


If Peres and his party are sincere about waging peace and find a 
lot things wrong with Shamir’s perspectives on peace with the 
Palestinians and the neighbouring Arab states, then now is the 


time to riiake up Israel by precipitating a governmental crisis that 
would force tbe Israelis to mak e the kind of hard choices that they 
have been avohfing for much too, long. The wrose that could 
happen to Peres and his Labour Party if they withdraw from 
Shamir’s government is to play second fiddle for the tune being in 


Arab side, the Palestinians induded, must prepare the g round^ ; 
work for nthmate l eUvs o n ing of Shamir and his chqae from 
tiie politics of the. Middle Earthy playing their cards rationally 
and wisely. There is no doubt that the Arab parties have now a 
vested interest m-topporiing the voices of reason within Israel to 
get ridof extremum framtheir mainsteam. .If such a process 
requires synchronisation with the elements of moderation and fair 
play within Israel then be ffl The people of the Middle East can no 
longer wait for miracles to descend on them from heaven or from 
Washington, or anywhere else for that matter, but instead most 
work together to bring down the forces of obstructionis m and 
march f orw a rd to wage real peace an the basis of justice, equity 
and legitimacy. 
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A status quo strategy will no 



■ 




By Yitzhak Oran 


AMBIGUITY is in the nature of 
human affairs; new departures in 
international relations hold the 
potential of promise as well as of 
.Thais 


so as regards current events in 
Eastern Europe; and it is no less 


ary conditions for a peace pro- 
cess: first, that the Arabs come to 
realise that Israel cannot be des- 
troyed by main force and that, for 
their own good, they must settle 
the conflict peacefully; and 
second, that both the U.S. and 
USSR must want peace to be 



the case 

rapprochement, as it 
Arab-Israel relations. Here, as 
always and everywhere, the dif- 
ference in the realisation of 
potential will be made by the 
actors concerned. 

Israel must reorient itself con- 
tinuously in its strategic environ- 
ment. What need concern us 
most is that we ourselves are a 
major actor, that it is for us to 
contribute to the shaping of the 
future — decisively if possible. 
The real question for os is not 
what others bat what we 
ourselves want and can do. As a 
famous American once wrote: If 
you want to know what tiie future 
holds, you have to go towards it 

As regards the peace process, 
what is promise for one Israeli is 
danger for another. Tims it must 
be said that promise means 
with security, even though 
will have to pay for it with what is 
dear to all of us. 

Basically, promise is* inherent 
in the p rogress towa r ds tire fuMfl- 
ment of Ben-Gurion’s two prim- 


That Damascus went to 
on Cairo’s terms, pushed by Mos- 
cow's new Middle East policy of 
“no to-war and yes to peace," 
means that such progress has 
taken place, though more on 
Russia’s part than Syria’s. * 

There is no opposite pole to 
Cairo, the leader of the Arab, 
peace strategy. Thus both Cairo 
and its strategy have been streng- 
thened. Mnbarak may benefit in- 
ternally as well — although the 
economic and fundamentalist 
threat won’t go away. 

As for tiie Syrians, while For- 
mer Egyptian Presided Anvar Sad- 
at’s ini tia tive remains a mi stake fo r 
Assad, we should test the hypoth- 

- -■ ^ — »-i_ 


that Syria’s reconciliation 
Arab cb 



with the Arab champion of peace 
may signify a certain pos i tive 
change towards peace itself, and 
that, with the Syrian flag flying 
not far from ours in Cairo. Syria 
may become more accustomed to 
it in the fu t u re. 

The major newobstade to tiie 
peace process may arise from 
Damascus' ability to operate now 


from within tiie Arab pragmatic 
camp. It will be in a modi better 
position to insist that the Golan 
Heights be induded in a compre- 
hensive and simultaneously im- 
plemented settlement or, alterna- 
tively, to foil the peace process 
altogether. While in the past 
Cairo had no need to exert itself 
on behaff of Syria, it must now be 
expected to back Syria's de- 
mands, although it may try to 
mitigate them somewhat. 

For Yasser Arafat and the 
FLO, new constraints on inde- 
pendent progress may arise, with 
or without rerondfiation with 
Assad. The USSR will support 
Syria’s demands, and the U.S. 
too will want a settlement of the 
Golan question. The internation- 
al confidence plan will gain more 
and more support . 

Israel can legitimately pose 
three conditions; direct negotia- 
tions (even if these are held under 
international auspices), Syrian 
recognition of Israel, and full 
peace. Today .Assad certainly 
seems unready to accept any of 
them. 

For such exmditions to be inter- 
nationally accepted as serious and 
reasonable, we would have to 
indicate what we ourselves are 
ready, in principle, to concede. 

Should the above scenario 
come to pass, it would mean that 
the step-by-step strategy that has 


guided the whole peace process, 
from 1973-4 on, has come to an 
.raid or will at least encounter 
great obstacles. Tbs stingy was 
conceived of as a progression 
from the relatively easy to tiie 
harder and tbe most problematic 
issues, while providing time for 
getting acdistomed to foe ideas of 


coimofltanon. . 4 
' To be sure, various actors and 
issues can be; expected to inter- 
vene in these scenarios in unfore- 
seeable ways, among them inter- 
Arab divergencies and conflicts, 
including rifts between Cairo and 
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peace, confidence-bmldmg and 
trial periods.' . - 
Thus, Egypt was first, and Jor- 
dan and the Palestimans were to 
follow suit. Then, it was assumed, 
isolated Syria would either stay 
isolated or follow suit too. (Last, 
and least — Lebanon would fol- 
low in Syria’s footsteps. The fias- 
co of our peace agreement with 
Lebanon proved that the com- 
mon wisdom in this respect was 


scus, Iraq with its growing 
power, leadership changes, inter- 


nal upheavals, economic, con- 
straints and incentives, events in 
the periphery of the area and.in 
the world at large.* 

What influence these would, 
have on o ur a ff ai rs will depend to' 
a great extent on what we make, 
of them in the framework of our 
own strategic aims. In any case. 
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In any. case, Jerusalem and the 
Golan were to come last. Now 
the whole process may telescope. 

Should no progress be 
achieved, Syria may find itself in 
a position to make gradual gains 
for an inter-Arab strategy of con- 
frontation, to be based on a 
Cano-Damascns axis. This is also 
what the Egyptian left and a good 
part of the centre advocate.” The 
objective would be to establish a 
morcfavourabtepolitical-militaiy 
balance of power to, enforce, in 
time, a settlement either by pow- 
er-backed political means, or, 
eventually, with the aid of arme d 


issues. The major effort should 
still be directed at dealing With 
tbe Palestinian issue first — and' 
urgently. Doubtless we will have 
to concern ourselves with the 
Golan as wefl. ' 

There is one lesson we have 
had plenty of opportunity to learn 
— and painfull y. The states quo 
will not do; the conflict win not 
remain -static. It wfil either be 
moved forward towards a politic- 
al settlement or slide backwards- 
toward comfro n tation,'-cndangcr- 
onr peace with. Egypt too. 
potential new obstacles 
and dangeis have arisen because 
we have refused to deal realisti- 
cally with the Palestinian issue; 
we have conducted a states quo 


strategy, a strategy of immobility. 

Because of it we have lost the 
advantages— the components of 
power — that a state is afforded 
by initiative and movement Our 
immobibsm has led to two wars 
started by the other side, fee 
Yom Kippur war and the intifa- 
da. The peace with Egypt was 
initiated by Sadat, while our oWn 
single try at a political mqye^by 
Shimon Peres, was foiled by m 
partners in the go v e rnm ent — : 

The one big initiative we jayfe 
taken since Jpne 1967, whaiwe 
began to wait for a phone rail 
from the other ride, was die 
Lebanon war. But itwasoot of yC' 
touch wife Middle East and trodd 
realities. The plan for eletfahsln 
territories, as it stands mpratioe, 
amounts only to a tactiratl resov 
tion to .fee intifada. - 
The. longer we.continne wife 
immobility, wife a reactive- poli- 
cy, tiw weaker - we wiH-grow 1 
strategically, our militaiy might 
notwithstanding, and the nunto 
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ing era 
The 


ter. The Syrian-Egyptian rap- 
prochement calls for a national 
reappraisal, internal as;w«i as 
external — The Jerusalem Fpst* 
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The writer, a commentator^^ 
Middle East affoits, is aj&jazfeir 
headgf the Shihah (now Dsyanj ■ 
Research Centre, and has served 
in fee Israel embassy in Cano. 
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After loosing everything else can Noriega win legal war? 


•i ■* 


By Arthur Spiegeiman 
Reuter 


NEW YORK — Here’s a plan for 
Manuel Antonio Noriega to go 
free: Prove that your c oun try was 
invaded, you were kidnapped, 
brought to a country where you 
are hated to be tried illegally on 
charges made by common crimin- 
als out. to cut a deal. 

Some U.S. lawyers *hh*k that 
under this interpretation of tiie 
Panamanian military leader’s 
downfall, he may beat the rap — 
that is if he can find 12 jurors who 
have never heard of him, Panama 


or cocaine. 

They say that if Noriega wins 


his unprecedented legal battle, he 
will achieve in the law courts 
what be failed to do on the 
battlefield — triumph over fee 
United States. 

Even though these lawyers are 
in a decided minority, many legal 
experts say the case against 
Noriega is fraught wife daqger for 
President George Bush’s govern- 
ment which invaded Panama on 
Dec. 20 to overthrow him and 
bring him to a U.S. court to be 
tried on drug trafficking charges. 

Noriega is accused of letting 
the Medellin cocaine cartel use 
his country as a trans-shipment 
point for tons of cocaine en route 
to the United States and then 


letting the cartel launder millions 
of dollars in profits in P anama 
h anks . 

The experts say the U.S. gov- 
ernment will have to prove in the 
courts feat Noriega was not grab- 


bed illegally, that its evidence 
inst him is 


Experts say the U.S. government 


against him is not tainted and 
that, despite Bush railing him a 
“thug" and the U.S. Defence 
Department describing him as a 
”wfly rat,” be can receive a fair 
triaL 

They also say that giving the 
former strongman “due process 
of law” is going to prove a long; 
hard process, especially when it 
cornea to convincing fee govern- 
ment to free classified docu- 
ments about ins deaKnp as an 
asset of the Central Intelligence 
Agency at $200,000 a year. 


Philippines army attacking 
Hawaii to get Marcos back or 
Iran invading New York to grab 
tbe shah . Can you imagine how 
we would have resisted that?” 
said Knnstler. 

Knnstter added, “the army 
really went there to murder him 
and now the Bush administration 
is stuck. Can he get a fair trial? 
No. He may be the worst person 
in the world-but the publiraty has 
been so intense he can’t get a fair 
trial.” 


Bnt lawyers say fair juries were 
found for the trial of former 
White House aide Oliver North 
in the Iran-contra case and for the 
trial of David Hinckley, fee man 
who tried to assassinate President 
Ronald Reagan in 1981. 

Dash says he anticip a t e s that 
one tricky issue win be fee de- 
fence’s demand fox classified 
documents on Noriega's rela- 
tionship wife fee CIA in the early 
1980s on matters of military in- 
telligence. 


_ “Tbe defence wfflcafl upon tbe 
CIA and security forces to pro- 
duce mfonnationn that they say is 
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needed to allow Noriega io prop- 
erly defend himself. The govern- 


( 


ment then has a choke. It can't 
prosecute him on the one hand, 
and preserve national security in- 
formation on the other,” said 
Dash: ' 

He added: “The pngadem has 
stuck his neck out so far, I thmk 
they’ll turn over everything feat's 
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Washington’s skeletons could 
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will have to prove in the courts that 
Noriega was not grabbed illegally, 
that its evidence against him is not 
tainted and that, despite Bush call- 
ing him a “thug” and the U.S. De- 
fence Department describing him 
as a “wily rat” he can receive a fair 
trial. 


Oddly enough, many exp e rt s 
the government should nave 
problem wife the argument 


come out at Noriega trial 


■S?’. ^ C 



say the 
no 

that Noriega was kidnapped. 

“Under U.S. law, even if you 
kidnap someone, as long as he is 
physically before die court, yon 
can try him,” said Sam Dash, 
counsel to the Senate Watergate 
hearings. “Tbe position is: We 
don’t care how be got there. Fm 
sure the defence will appeal but 
they’ll lose all foe way to foe 
Supreme Court.” 

But the government may have 
a problem using the evidence it 
found against Noriega in fas head- 
quarters, including his records 


By Deborah Zabare&ko 
- Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Manuel 
Antonio Noriega’s drug traffick- 
ing trial could let some of Presi- 
dent George Bush’s political 
skeletons out of fee cupboard and 

C11 » ^ r r r* #_ 

support 


the toppled Panamanian ruler 
ut fee 


Reagan „ 

Noriega, now in jail in 
awaiting trial on narcotics charges 
.after surrendering in Panama 
Wednesday, for years enjoyed 
u backing ■’ 


and ashes of cocaine, because of 


Drag Enforcement Admi- 
tionfpy 


>EA) and Central In- 


foe constitution’s prohibitions 
against illegal searches, says Col- 
leen O’Connor, spokeswoman 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

The government may also have 
trouble with their witnesses 
against Noriega — drag dealers 
who are testifying against him in 
the hopes of securing better deals 
for themselves. 

One legal expert, Paul Kahn of 
Yale University, said that given 
all the problems in the case, he 
would not be surprised if foe U.S. 
government made a deal with 
Noriega. 

Another expert, who asked not 
to be identified, said, “die U.S. 
may me die day when it brought 
this case,” 

William Knnstler, the dean of 
America's “radical” at to rn eys . 


teUteence Agency (CIA). 

Many details of U.S. support 



for Noriega are 
knowledge, revealed in probes of 
tbe Iran-contra scandal by Con- 
gress and in die trial last year of 
former White House aide Oliver. 
North. 




Geo. Mnod Antonio Noriega 



goes a step further. He says 
United States wanted to kill 


Noriega and having failed at that 
are now stock with him and a 
mess of illegalities m trying -him. ' 

This has never happened be- 
fore in modem history — one 
country invades another to arrest 
its leader. Can you imagine foe 


damage assessment and has de- 
cided that (Noriega's trial testi- 
mony) won’t be any more embar- 
rassing titan what has already 
come out in the Iran-contra scan- 
dal,” said John Dingcs, a Latin 
America analyst and author of a 
book on Noriega called Our Man 
in Panama. 

Dinges told Reuters Noriega 
wifi be hard-pressed to bring up 
incidents at tbe trial that could 
hurt Bush and other U.S. offi- 
cials. 

“Noriega has to show rele- 
vance (in bringing such 
■into evidence),’’ Dinges said. 
“He can’t just ray, *1 was a C3A 
at and everything I did w® for 
CIA.” 



But Noriega’s trial could re- 
fresh die pubhc xnemory about 


bow dose Panama's self-styled 
“maximum leader”, was to the 


seat of power in Washington: 
— He met at least twice with 
George Bush, once for a 
Washington lunch in 1976 when 
foe two men headed, their na- 
tions* respective intelligence 
agencies, and then in 1983 in 
Pa na ma when Bush was vice 
president under Ronald Reagan. 

. — He reportedly had .a dose 
personal relationship with CIA 
chief William Casey during 
Reagan’s tenure. Acc o rding to a 
Senate report, Casey winked at 
mounting evidence of Noriega’s 
involvement with tbe Colombian 
cocaine trade in 198S because 
Noriega * f was prov i ding valuable 
support for our policies m Central 
America, eqjeoally Nicaragua.” 
— He reguhufy received letters 
of tionanebdafioo from top drug 
enforcement mciuding 

DBA Director John Lawn, who 


wrote to Noriega in May 1986, T 
would like to take this opportun- 
ity to reiterate my deep apprecia- 
tion for the vigorous anti-drug 
policy that you have adopted.” A 
Senate report said Noriega later 
feared DEA intelligence with 
drug traffickers. 

— -He once offered to assassin- 
ate the entire Sandjnista lead- 
caragua in exchange 
p in shoring up his 
, acconfing to a gov- 
ernment summary of events re- 
leased at North’s trial. Tbe sum- 
mary said North declined 
Noriega's offer but said tbe 
Panamanian could blow up cer- 
tain Nicaraguan targets. 

Noriega's lawyer, Steven Kot- 
fin, predicted in a televised inter- 
view that media coverage of the 
invasion and Noriega’s surrender 
made it nearly impossible to seat 
an Impartial jury. 

Bnt William Bennett, who 
heads Bush’s Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, said tbe 
publicity would guarantee fair- 
ness, saying, “there wffl be a lot 
of fight on it.” 

‘Trans tyrant has lost Ins power, 
nes a man • without a cumriiy* • 
Reality is sinking in/’ 

Soviet Foreign Ministry 

-Geimady Gerasimov 
said in an interview on 
News Network television, “we 
don’t care about hb triaL- We care 
«*wt the international fcnp.” 

, He ad ded that m-depth anafy-'. 
MS “shows that it is not the 
geimial but foci Panama. Ginal 
Jjicfa is the main thing here. 
President Reagan was -deadfy- 
ag&mst giving this canal b«± to 
™ania. He criticised President 
(funny) Carter, saying feat Un- 
de Sam pot his tafl between fee 
^ and was afraid to bait . „ and 

****** you are barking.” 
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A country on the mend 


By Jtrvow XaecftSs 

This* the secQod in s two-pen 
series on Ifambai 

■ 

OSHAKATI. Kaotibtt W Sating 
bis hnspifri bod iaOitebti, a 
snail town m northers Nftsti&a, 
ms torso ud left ns in a 
28-yeajMsJd Lifciu Shifcxngo 
Uzambala tdb of the 10 yam fee 


teaochfldl ob AjarS J by, SWAPO 
xceOn. mb nrajoau* uezyuf i 
U.N, pcece ag reaog it he pft- 
wttff had ifKKid to, Nujoma 
ordered about .'1,200 guerrilla 
filets to leave their camps in 
Angola to' man into Ovambo- 
toad, jartooe day before the Bloc 
Berea of fee U.N. peace fawjm 


branch of the Souto West African 
topic’s Organisation 
(SWAPO). 

u Oq April 6 tins year, 1 was in 
the Ondasgwt regton *ritfa seven 
othCT fighaas of afc PLAN, I got 
™* by shrapnel from a mortar 
rocket fixed ? the South African 
army. I was fail in the left aim, the 
hones were shattered, bat rfi»nk 
God, X was alive," he recalls. 

_ Alive r but barely. He lost a lot 
os blood while two of bs compan- 
ions transported ft™ toOndoog- 
wa hospital, where be daw 
treatment was toudamtetc. to 
May, he was transferred to Osfaa- 
halt in a Swiss imi t oper- 

Bting with (he United Natrons. 
Transition Assistance Group 
(UNTAG), the UJJ. body in 
charge of overseeing Namibia's 
accession to independence. 
Uzambala underwent several op- 
erations and hopes his ordeal will 
soon be ewer. 

He was part of an op erati on 


forces were dne to arrive in 
P fWB W ff . . • ... 

totemewed shortly before, 
Nrioma bed said that Namibia 4 * 
independence was finally on the 

horizon, after a century of bitter 
fighting. Bat SWAFO’s derision 
to move to almost kffiod the 
peace accord » it prompted UN- 
TAG to aBow Sooth Africa's 
tmontf bMkato The oo*’ 

e r at w n was a (toaster few SWA- 
PO; tosses were estimated at 300 

men IriBerf and hundr eds more 


Behind hi* darit glasses, Uzam- 
bala persists in saying it was 
worth it. "Store the war broke 
ool 23 yetua ago, there hasn't 
bees a real border between 
Angola and Namibia," be ex- 
piano. "As fighters in (be FLAN, 
we used to come and go as we 
pleased, depending on otir 


of the Ovambo tribe so l spent 
most of my time » a gneinUa 
fighter n OvanAoland. 1 would 
go into Angola richer because the 
Rocvoet ($Otxth African troops) 
poshed v bade, or to take time 
off, to Lauda or Lobito.” 


Also an Ovambo, Nujoma has 
tne support of most or p peopts 
who number about 650,000 oat of 
a population of u million. to the 
November independence election 
SWAPO scored 92 per cent of the 
votes in fee Ovamootend district. 

SWAPO** April offensive was 
strongly dritidsed by Anton 
Labowdti, the only white mem- 
ber of. SWAPO** Central Com- 
mittee who was assassinated last 
September in Windhoek In dr- 
cnmstanocs tbit remain unclear, 
“This invasion was a serious mis- 
take," ho was quoted as saying. 
"Looking back on it, it never 

should have happened." 

The o p er a tion was the last in a 
long series, Store 1976-77 when 
the fighting intensified, the war 
has killed at least 1,000 people a 

r . Comments Uzambala glum- 
U Z don't know bow many 
.people I have kilted. In the bush, 
all you hear is cries and whispers. 
1 used tojpray to God every day 
-for b rig . 

Fighting in the PLAN is a 
tradition m Uzambala's family. Is 
1966, daring the first confronta- 
tion b e twee n SWAPO and the 
South African police forces in 
Ovambo land, bis father was 
junpqg the rebels. In neighbour- 
ing Angola, the establishment in 
1975 oi a Marxist regime backed 

5 r Cuban soldiers ana the Soviet 
won showed SWAPO to be- 
come entrenched and bnild 
camps on the Angolan side of die 


border. 

Four years after that, white be 
was still a puml ax a secondary 
school in Zambia, Uzambala de- 
cided to follow in the footsteps of 
his father and two of his brothers. 
“What prompted me to Jean the 
PLAN was my detire to fight and 
-free Namibia of the foreign 
domination it had suffered for 
dozens of yean,” he expiates. 
"The South African regime took 
our land, hamssed our people 
and exploited our resources." 

Uzambala is an enthusiastic 
SWAPO follower. The walls of 
the h o s p i t al room he shares with 

two other wounded fighte rs are 
covered with Najoma portraits 
and SWAPO jpampbtets. "For 
me, Nujoma is the father of 
Namibian independence. He » 
the breath, the soul of our strug- 
gle and if be were to order me to 
take up arms again, I wouldn't 
hesitate for a minute. I am .a 
fighter, I am used to living in the 
bush," be says proudly. When 
some of his PLAN friends come 
and visit him. their caxri-nlavnur is 


often interrupted by tnmriphant 
fists punching the air. 

Despite his wounds he was able 
to have a say in the recent elec- 
tion: UNTAG and Pretoria's rep- 
resentative, General Administra- 
tor Louis Pienaar, had made spe- 
cial arrange men ts for invalids and 
bed-ridden people who were vi- 
sited by officials taking their vote. 
Says Uzambala as he looks to the 



Embarked on a ZXti-mOe 
coldest territo r y on earth. 


the South Pole, die 


Fuchs hope to draw at te nti on to tine necessity of safeguard- 
ing this wilderness. 


Saving the antarctic 


-l#- 

ffi 

"nTirf 


ROME — Nearly 80 years after 
Roald Amundsen planted the 
Norwegian flag at tire South Pole, 
as Italian and a German plan to 
be the first men to cross the 
Antarctic from coast to coast on 
foot. 

Remboto Messner, one of the 
world's top mountaineers, ami 
Arved Fuchs, a specialist in polar 
expeditions, recently started their 
trek of 3,500 kilometers entirely 
alone, across the coldest expanse 
of tezritoiy on this planet. The 
two e x pl o rer s derided to make 
the crossing without dm help- of 
huskies, die heavy-coated dogs 
th»t are traditionally used in arc- 
tic land travel, mod without an 
airplane to monitor their prog- 
ress. The idea, says the 45-year- 
old Messner, is to posh human 


to the importance 


United States and Australia oom- 
btoed, and they hoped to reach 
the South Pdfe in time for Christ- 
mas. After that, it wxQ be a race 
against time to fetish the trek 
before die savage Antarctic win- 


feostife territories 


summer the Antarctic 
as due erf die most 
Kories on earth, a de- 


nture often (hops below 
35 degrees centigrade and 


tog winds can last for weeks at a 
time- In w inte r, temperatures of 


mountainous Dolomite region of 
northern Italy, admitted to being 
scared by the dudteage. “Think- 
ing of tins next adventure I love 
the same worries and terrible fear 
that I had as a young boy when I 
made my first danbs up the Dolo- 
mites,” he said. “For me, this 
journey means con q u eri ng other 
areas of myself, which so rar have 
not been put to the test" 

. Lean, bearded and with the 
strong accent of one who grew up 
near die bonier with Austria, 


not 


Messner, who was bore in the 


tafoeer, famous as the only man 
ever to dhnb all 14 of die world's 
highest mountains without ox- 
ygen supplies. During a career 


that spans 25 years he has seated 
petite from Mount Everest to 
Kilimanjaxo. Between expedi- 
tions he fives wife his companion, 
Sabine, and their 2-year-old 
daughter in a castle perched, 
app r o pri ately enough, on the side 
of a mountain in Italy's Alto 
Adige region. This latest adven- 
ture re pr e se nts a new departure. 
"It s ee med that mouutobs had 
no more secrets to unfold. I’ve 
solved all the problems there are 
to be solved when it comes to 
moun t ai neering," he said. 

Four yean passed after Mess- 
ner first had the idea of the 
Antarctic trek. Two years ago, as 
a land of trial run, be walked 


^ * A i 





future: "\Vben I get out erf here, 1 nc 
hope to find a job tost But I have to 


2,000 kilometers from one side of 
Tibet to tie other, crossing 
through forests and rihnhing the 
peaks that stood in his path. Buz 
die Antarctic expedition has 
posed special problems: finding 
sponsors to underwrite expenses 
totalling nearly $750,000 and, 
almost as difficult, finding the 
right person to share four months 
of what are bound to be very 
stressful conditions. 

The man whom he chose, 36- 
year-old West German Arved 
Fuchs, is an old hand at surviving 
sub-zero temperatures. He once 
crossed Greenland on foot and 
recently returned from an expedi- 
tion to the North Pole. Fbdis is 
also an expert sailor, with a back- 
ground in the German merchant 
fleet: his navigational skills will 
be of major importance during 
the blinding whiteouts that are a 
feature of arctic dimates. 

The two men planned to make 
most of their journey to McMur- 
do Sound on cross-country skis, 
each pulling a sled carrying therr 
provisions. Weight is the key to 
the whole expedition. Each ex- 
plorer has a max i mu m allowance 
of 80 kilograms, including his sled 
and skis. "If we took the same 
bulk of supplies as Scott and 
Amundsen we wouldn't have a 
hope of succeeding," said Mess- 
ner. “Instead, we’re taking about 
half what they did, even if it 
means exposing ourselves to 
modi greater risks." (Amundsen 
was the first man to reach the 
South Pole, in December 1911. 
EBs feat was repeated by British 
explorer Robert Scott in January 
.1912). 

Organizing food for the jour- 
ney was one of the major chal- 
lenges. Messner and Fuchs will 
make just three supply stops, 
each one at a scientific research 
station, where they will have to 
load up with enough provisions to 
last five weeks. In the harsh 
Antarctic conditions their daily 
infirm of food should be a mas- 
sive 6,000 calories. With tins in 
mind, a Milan firm that special- 
ises in devekming fo od stuffs for 
expeditions designed a special 
menu, composed of high-energy 


dUs, I only know how Namibians, Uzambala can barely are at the threshold of a new life. 
Like a majority of read or write. He and his country — World News Link . 


chocolate and cereal bars, tablets 
and capsules of concentrated vita- 
mins ami mineral offs, ami plenty 
of pcnunjcan, a concentrated 
mixture of dried lean meat and 
melted fat originally created by 
North American Indians. 

Home for the four months will 
be a small tent, weighing just 2S 
kilog rams and specially designed 
to withstand gales of up to 100 
kilometers per hour. Each man's 
sleeping bag folds into a package 
the size of a football. 

During the weeks preceding 
the departure, Messner prepared 
himself by going on long cross- 
country ski excursions, eating as 
much as possible to increase his 
body weight and reading Amund- 
sen’s account of his own Antarc- 
tic experience, titled “The South 
Pole.” "The trek is going to be 
extremely long and arduous,” 
said the explorer. “If our joints 
and muscles show signs of cramp- 
ing to the first few weeks, then it 
wm be aS over and well have no 
choice but to give up.” 

The first month is likely to be 
the hardest part of the journey — 
800 kilometers over a landscape 
crisscrossed with crevasses, with 
the biting wind constantly against 
them. They will then dnnb the 
Vinson Massif, at 5.100 meters 
the Antarctic’s highest peak, be- 
fore skiing down to the South 
Pole, tins time with the wind 
behind them. 

"At this stage, with the wind in 
our favor, we should manage as 
much as 30 to 50 kilometeis a 
day,” said Messner. “But snow 
blizzards can whip up at any time 
and this could slow ns down 
considerably." 

If the two explorers don't make 
it to their final destination, the 
southern point of McMordo 
Sound, before the onset of winter 
it will be too dangerous to send 
an aircraft to pick them up. "If 
that happens, well have no 
choice but to sit it out at one of 
the polar scientific bases and wait 
until spring,” said Messner. "But 
Sabine has already told me that 
this time die’s not going to hang 
around at home to wait for me!" 
World News Link 


Egyptian jeweller 
forges her place 
in man’s trade 


By Myra MacDonald 
Reuter * 

CAIRO — The pharaohs of 
anaent Egypt are the inspiration 
for silversmith Azza Fahmy 
whose work blending old and new 
adorns the regal and the rich of 
Arab and Western society. 

Fahmy is an anomaly in the 
world of Egyptian handicrafts. 
Through her painstaking and in- 
stricate work she has profited and 
made an art form out of an 
industry dominated by men mak- 
ing tourist trinkets. 

Fahmy’s work is produced in a 
cramped Cairo workshop where 
she is trying to revive Egyptian 
craftsmanship. 

Conditions in her workshop, 
located in a poor district of Cairo, 
are still far below Western stan- 
dards. Twenty people are cram- 
med into two rooms — using 
blow torches to keep the teapots 
warm. 

Fahmy draws inspiration both 
from relics in the Egyptian 
museum, where she studies phar- 
aonic and Islamic motifs, and 
Europe, where she keeps up with 
the latest fashions. 

"When you see it, it is like old 
pieces but it is modem. It is 
something new coming out of 
tradition," she said at her Cairo 
gallery where an exhibition of her 
latest jewellery recently opened. 

Her work includes heavy neck- 
laces with filigree silver set along- 
side colourful stained-glass 
beads, brooches etched with Ara- 
bic calligraphy, a ring inscribed 
.with a Tunisian poem, crescent 
peasant earrings and chains deco- 
rated with palm trees. 

"It is different. It is authentic. 
It is making something modem 
out of Islamic art,” said Fahmy, 
who believes jewellery-making 
should be considered an art 


rather than a craft. 

But some critics say Fahmy's 
high-priced work is getting more 
commercial with her success. 
Necklaces can cost up to $550, 
extremely expensive by Egyp- 
tian standards. 

Her target customers are the 
rich and famous and she plans to 
expand her workforce next year 
to boost exports, which now 
account for more than half of her 
business. 

The Institut du Monde Arabe 
in Paris exhibited Fahmy's jewel- 
lery in July and she hopes to sell 
her work in major stores in New 
York and London. 

Fahmy, learned her trade 
nearly 20 years ago in Cairo’s 
Khan A1 Khalili bazaar, where 
inexpensive souvenirs serve as a 
reminder of the decline in Egyp- 
tian craftsmanship. 

A graduate of the faculty of 
fine arts in Cairo in 1965, she 
worked initially for the govern- 
ment's information service iDus- 
trating children’s books. 

Bored by her work, Fahmy 
took on a second job in ceramics 
and decided to become a silvers- 
mith after reading a book on 
medieval European jewellery. 

She started at a workshop in 
Khan A1 Khalili where her 
mother took jewellery for repair. 

“It was quite an experience. 
They took me because I was a 
woman,” Fahmy said. 

Fahmy opened a workshop in 
her home in the early 1970s and 
has become one of a growing 
number of Egyptian artists intent 
on reviving high-quality crafts- 
manship. 

Fahmy, married and mother of 
two, also claims a social role by 
encouraging women to work for 
her and offering her staff better 
conditions than in the bazaar. 
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Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing »d 


AMIN KAWAJt & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Sbasekani 
P.O, Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan * > 
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DARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

1 The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Rawing pot is ava&We 
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Wadi Saqm Road -hear Traffic 
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. Amman, Jordan 

. Tel: 661922 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO NEED 

MAINTENANCE 
SERI/ICES 

CAU US/ 


IQ1 Electrolux | 
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Engineers' Housing 
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v 6:30 -Midnight . 
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Iraq to repay $3 billion 
of foreign debt this year 



Taiwan trade 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s financial problems 
should ease in the coming decade and the govern- 
ment will be able to speed op paying off the huge 
foreign debt it ran np during the eight-year war with 
Iran, Acting Finance Minister M ohammad Mehdi 
Saleh said Sunday. 


Saleh, who is also trade minis- 
ter, told a news conference that 
Bagdad will pay off S3 billion of 
i ^sbt this year -and stop all its 
short-term credits with foreign 
countries in a bid to accelerate its 
post-war recovery. 

“We will shaiply reduce our 
.purchases by short-term credit... 
we’re capable of paying that in 
cash,” Saleh said. 

The U.S. -educated economist, 
who drew up a new austerity 
budget unveiled last month, said 
that an expected rise in oil {sices, 
a higher Organisation of Pet- 
rolemn Exporting Countries oil 
production quota and a cutback 
m imports wul make faster debt 
repayment possible. 

But he declined to say how 
much Iraq is in debt or how long 
it will take to repay its creditors. 

Iraq’s foreign debt has been 
conservatively estimated at $25- 
$30 billion. 

That does not include an esti- 
mated S30-S35 hiTKrm provided 
by Sau<£ Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab states to prop op Iraq’s 
economy during the war. Eco- 
nomists believe the Saadis and 
their partners will write that off. 

Baghdad has negotiated res- 
cheduling of its debts with several 
creditor nations, including 
France, since the United Nations- 
sponsored ceasefire in the Gulf 
war took effect in August 1988. 

It has also embarked on an 
ambitions development plan and 
expanded its oil and petrochemic- 
al industry. Iraq has oil reserves 
estimated at 100 billion barrels, 
ranking second only to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Stable oil prices, currently peg- 
ged at around $18 a barrel, will 
ensure revenues estimated at $15 
billion tins year. Iraq’s current 
OPEC quota is 3.14 million bar- 


rels a day. 

He noted that Baghdad has 
already asked Britain, with whom 
it has about $800 milli on credits 
facilities for 1990, to stop all 
short-term credits as the govem- 
■ merit will able to pay in cash for 
its purchases, mostly in phar- 
maceuticals and methanes. 

Saleh said short-term credits 
are costly and add to the coun- 
try’s financial burden. 

He said Iraq has also redrafted 
its economic priorities to give 
agriculture more funds to increase 
food production in the comihg 


Investment in the agricultural 
sector has been increased by 18 
per cent this year to about 965 

milli on dinar s (more dian $1 bO- 

1km) to boost production of cere- 
als, jxmlfry and other basic food- 
stuffs, he disclosed. 

But he said the current trade 
plan will also give priority to food 
imports. These will take more 
than one-quarter of the 2.7 billion 
dinars ($9 billion) allocated for 
imports of various goods and 
capital goods. 

It was the first time that Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’s govern- 
ment has officially disclosed de- 
tails of its annual budget since the 
Gulf war broke out in September 
1980. 

Saleh said the government was 
able to reduce the deficit in this 
year’s budget, which envisaged 
spending of 10.68 billion dinar s 
($35 billion) in various sectors, 
including military spending. 

Iraq is driving to build up a 
sophisticated arms industry to cot 
down on weapons purchases from 
abroad. The Soviet Union and 
France have been Baghdad’s 
main arms suppliers. 

Iraqis expected to earn more 
than $25. billion in 1990 from its 


Romania to restart 
imports from West 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
new leaders, anxious to satisfy 
the needs of the people and re- 
build their shattered economy, 
are to restart imports of consum- 
er goods and much-needed tech- 
nology from the West. 

Prime Minister Petre Roman, 

S uited Saturday by the Rompres 
ews Agency, said the ruling 
National Salvation Front lead- 
ership had authorised hard cur- 
rency imports worth $125 mini on 
for the first quarter of 1990 along 
with a large increase in imports 
from the East Bloc. 

“We have endorsed a very 
large plan of imports for the stage 
of our economy,” Roman said. 

Former leader Nicolae 
Ceansescu banned imports from 
the West as part of a (hive to pay 
off the country’s foreign debt. 
Food was exported whOe the 
population suffered rationing. 

Roman, stressing die Front’s 
main priority was meeting the 
needs of the people, said in some 
sectors no i m p o rt s had been 
approved for more than 10 years. 
He cited transport, natural gas 
distribution, medicine, education 
and telecommunications as parti- 
cularly in need of up-to-date tech- 
nology. 

Since the Front took power, 
Romania’s shops have filled with 
goods formerly reserved for the 
privileged few and food exports 
have been halted. 

Rompres said Roman told a 
meeting of the Front council the 
government had agreed imports 
from its East Bloc neighbours 
worth 155 million roubles ($250 
million), 3.5 tim« higher than m 
the same period last year. 

Since the new government 
lifted power, rationing, gas and 
electricity supply had been in- 
creased by 4045 per cent, he 
said, adding that the oountry was 
investigating importing power 
from neighbouring countries. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze said Satur- 
day the Soviet Union would pro- 
vide 22 million cubic metres (777 
million cubic feet) of gas ana 
390,000 tonnes of oil in emergen- 
cy aid. 

Roman described the country’s 
balance of payments as “very 


acceptable.” The foreign debt 
was some $500 millio n , while $2.5 
billion was owed by foreign de- 
btors. 

In the past eight years Roma- 
nia has paid bade some $11 billion 
in prmopal on loans and $9 bil- 
lion in interest and service 
charges. 

On Jan. 3, the Front scrapped a 
law by Ceansescu banning foreign 
borrowing. 

Debts cloud 
Zambia Air 

LUSAJiA (AP) — The state air- 
line, unAr threat of losing sever- 
al international routes because of 
unpaid landing and overflight 
fees, asked the Zambian central 
bank to meet its outstanding 
debts in bard currency, a bank 
official has said. 

Bank of Zambia director of 
operations, Cnthbert Sinyangwe, 
said Zambia Airways needed at 
least $40 mxDion immediately to 
pay foreign charges. 

A number of nations were 

planning tO bar the ahrfirte landing 

and overflight facilities until they 
received the outs tanding charges, 
he said. 

Sinyangwe was addressing a 
special sitting of a tribunal 
chaired by Judge Lombe 
Ohibesakunda tasked with study- 
ing this Southern African nation’s 
transport woes. 

The tribunal will also recom- 
mend whether the government 
issues operating licences to a pri- 
vate avanion c ompany set to chal- 
lenge the state airline's monopoly 
on commercial air services. 

Sinyangwe said the bulk of the 
antine's debts were owned to 
International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) members 
under IATA regulations. 

It had become dear Zambia 
Airways did not generate enough 
hard currency to nmfe the pay- 
ments itself, he said. 

The loss-making vftfo airline 
operates regular services from 
Lusaka to Europe, foe Middle 

as regional routes in Africa. 
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cdl exports, if prices- remain at 
their c ur r en t level of around $18 a 


Saleh grid the go ve rnm ent wiQ 
also give pri o ri ty to the industrial 
sector, which will receive 2.95 
billion dinars ($6.5 billion) this 
year to increase production and 


for co nsum er and other basic 
goods. 

He said many state-owned and 
private sector firms wfll be able to 
increase production this year 
when they receive new equip- 
ment and raw materials to over- 
come shortages in the Iraqi 


Saleh hoped that slashing gov- 

_ ■■ . M m _ 


ing production will help reduce 
high inflation j believed to be run- 
ning at an annual rate of more 
than 40 per cent 

Bahrain sees 
slow, steady . 
development 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain’s eco- 
nomy is set for slow but steady 
growth in the 1990s as the country 
continues to diversify from oil, an 
official of the mimstiy of finance 
and national economy said 
Sunday. 

Dhafer AJumran, director of 
economic research, said the gross 
domestic product (GDP) grew by 
an estimated two to three per 
cent in 1989 and would develop at 
the same pace in the next few 
years. 

In 2988 the economy expanded 
by six per cent after three years of 
recession caused by low oil 
prices, he said. “We were able to 
survive the recession and now we 
are definitely moving out of it,” 
he told Reuters. 

“We will not see gro w th Kke 
we did during the 1970s boom but 
we are talking about slow but 
steady growth.” 

AJumran said improvements in 
the country’s industrial, banking 
and tourism sectors were behind 
the trend 

Bahrain would continue to re- 
duce dependence on its dwindling 
oil reserves, which are expected 
to run out by the turn of the 
century. The island buys most of 
the gQ for its 250,000 barrel-per- 
day refinery from Saudi Arabia. 

In 1988 Bahrain’s main alumi- 
nium, gas and refining industries 
grew by 23 per cent, the banking 
sector by 11.5 per cent and the 
combined trade and tourism sec- 
tor by 10.7 -per cent. 

Higher aluminium prices in 
1988 fuelled industrial g rowth . - 
An improved performance by the 
offshore b anking ce n tr e — which 
grew by 423 par cent during foe 
year — boosted the banking sec- 
tor’s co n tribution, Ahxmran said 

Several offshore banks have 
left the island durin g the past two 
years in the wake of a regional 
recession bat the 58 which have 
remained have increased their 
income by cutting costs and diver- 


71 ships sail through Suez In a day 

CAIRO (R) — Seventy-one ships sailed thn^fecSucz Canal 
Friday, the highest number in 12 years^ea rmng E gypt ttfoilkon 
in tons, CaMLAmhority sources said. The record was set m 1978 
when 95 shins passed through "foe ca n a l m a single day, they 
added Friday, a southbound convo y of 4 1 ships transited foe 
195-kflometre waterway from the Mediterranean tofoe Red Sea, 
including nine oO tankers and 13 container ships. TMrty vesreto, 
inducting tankers, sailed in foe opposite direc tion he ading 
far the Red Sea. The canal, a major source of hard crareacy for 
Cairo, earned $138 billion in 1989, up from $139 billion the 

previous year. 

Poles cannot afford to own cars 

WARSAW (R) — Polish motorists have been hard hit by foe 
latest government price rises and thousands are taking their cars 
off foe road, the official PAP news agency has said It 5,000 
motorists in Warsaw and 2,000 m Lodz, Poland’s second city, had 
1 banded back their licence plates since Jan. 1, when a lOQ ger cent 
rise in petrol and massive rises in insurance pr e m iu ms and road 
tax took effect - 

■ 

U.S. video business sets records 

LOS AN GE LES (AP) — Sales ofpre-recorded videocassettes 

soared 40 per cent m foe United States during 1989, as “Batman” 

helped spark $7.1 billion in video sales and rentals. While 1989 
movie box-office revenues also set a record, topping $5 billion, 
U.S. co nsum ers spent $23 billion an videocassettes, according to 
the research firm of Paul Kagan Associates. “Batman,” the top 
fihn at the nation’s theatres, was estimated to have sold 11 million 
cassettes. “Bambi” sold 103 million cassettes and “Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit” sold 8.2 ndOion copies. 

E. Germany needs more credits 

■ ■ 

LAST BERLI N (R) East Germany must bo r row more money 
from Western banks in 1990 to boost its economy, Economics 
Minister Christa Loft has said. Loft told a meeting that East 
'German debts with the West and Japan amounted to $20.6 
bflfion. “New credits will be needed (in 1990),” she said. “The 
GDR (East Germany) has made its rep a yments punctually in the 
past. That will re myn the case,” Lnft added. She said provisi onal 
figures for 1989 showed exports to foe West totalling $9.3 billion 
and imports from foe West at $11.7 billion. In trade with fellow 
members of Comecon, a grouping of socialist countries domin- 
ated by the East Bloc, East Germany enjoyed a s u rplus in 1989 
equivalent to three or four billion Dteirtschiemarks (§1.7 to $2.4 
billion), she - said. Luft said that, while the East German 
government would encourage foreign participation, it was deter- 
mined to maintain a dominant role for public ownership in the 
country’s economy. 


TAIPEI/(AP) — Taiwan reg- 
istered .a trade surplus of $13.93 
bSfioff last year, an increase of 
27.5 per cent from 1988, the 
government has reported. 

Taiwan’s exports in 1989 total- 
led $66.2 billion, a 93 per cent 
increase over 1988, while imports 
were $5237 trillion. no 53 per 


were $5237 billion, up 53 per 
cent, said the government’s 
Directorate General of Budget, 
Accounting Statistics. 

Taiwan’s surplus with foe Un- 
ited States, its largest trading 
partqer, grew 15.1 per cent to $12 
billion last year, foe agency said. 

Exports to foe United States 
totalled $24 billion in 1989, com- 
pared with $23.43 billion a year 
earlier, and imports of American 
products totalled $12 billion, 
compared with $13 billion in 
1988, tiie re port said. 

Taiwan’s trade with Japan, its 
second-laigest trading partner, 
posted a deficit of $6.97 bd&cm 
last year, op 14.9 per cent from 
1968. 

Taiwan’s imports from Japan 
totalled $16.03 trillion in 1989, 


compared with $14.82. trillion in 
1988, and exports to Japan total- 
led $9.06 Union, compared with 
$8.76 bflbon in 1988. ~ . . 

Taiwan registered a surplus of 
$2.56 billion with- European 
coun t ri es last year -on two-way 
trade of $19.32 bEDioa.' The nr- 
pfais represents a 36.1 per cent 
mere as e over the previous 
period. 

“External factors boosted 
Taiwan’s exports and its overall 
trade surplus,” said Yu Tefa-Pd, 
chairwoman of the economics de- 
partment at Soochow U ni vers i ty. 

Yu said Taiwan won extra ex- 
port opportunities, last year as 
labour unrest in South Korea and 
political tunnoil in China drove 
some foreign orders to this island. 

The better-than-espected eco- 
nomic situation in the United. 
States also- helped Taiwan's 
trade, she said. 

Taiwan’s total trade surplus 
shrank 42 per cent to $10.93 
bOhon in 1968. 

Taiwan also announced it has 
approved $2.4 biHion of foreign 


s widens ' ^ 

investment last year, np 104 per ^ 5 
cent from 1988. - i 

- Japan continued to . be die ^ 


in 1989 by pumping in $667 o& 

Eton — - or a 47 per cent increase, /+' **;/< 


an Investment Commission re- 
port said. 


r ■ 


The United States followed £ 3 
wifo$3^ntilBon^up l54perdeirt 
from 1968, the report said. In- ''■■•pc ' 


from 1968, the report said. Id-- 
vestment from Europe totalled 
$531 minion, a 159 per cent in- 
crease from 1988. rV 

Taiwan’s efficient manpower 1 1 
and. well-develoj>ed industrial 
base attracted foreign investocsin 
Taiwan, said John Ni, director of 
the government Industrial . D&. • $ - 
velopment and Investment 


Creditors press Bond 

SYDNEY (R) — Alan Bond fought off an. attempt to put his 
tottering brewing and media empire info liquidation out now faces 
new demands from U.S. creditors to repay $510 ndfoon immediately. 

Their pressure brings Bond’s flagship, Bond Crap Holdings, one 
step closer to suffering Australia’s largest corporate collapse. 

The Western Australian Supremfc Court in Perth dismissed a 
petition from one creditor to put the company under foe control of 
provisional liquidators, caning it an abuse. of foe court process. 

The court said the Western Australian State Government Insur- 
ance Commission had failed to prove its allegation that Bond Coip, 
which has debts of more titan six billion Australian dollars. ($4.7 
b2Hon) was insolvent. . 

But a gr ou p of U.S. noteholders and their trustee told another 
court in Melbourne earlier they had demanded immediaterepay- 
ment of a $510 million debt owed by Bond’s Australian breweries. 

Bond Crap director Peter Mitchell hopes to persuade them at a 
meeting not to enforce their demand until Jan. 31.. ■ • 

Another director, Peter Lucas, said Bond Crap is not discouraged 
by the move. “The action of the noteholders does not come as a 
surprise and is not in our judgement a deterioration of our 
understanding of the position (of Bond Carp),” he said. 


'He added that the island's ris- 
ing labour costs and disputes on 
environmental pollution were not 
considered major problems. 

He also attributed the increase 
to several major projects, includ- 
ing the $160 million investment 
by Imperial Chemical Industries 
of Bntain and foe $140 minion 
investment by ICT Onricrow B. V. 
of Holland. Both involved che- 
mical products. 

Foreign investment in the che- 
mical sector totalled $5!£) millioii, 
while $391 million went to the 
electronics and electrical sector. 

The report said most 
Taiwanese investment overseas 
involved chemical products and 
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It said Taiwanese corporate in- 
vestments overseas approved by 
the government went up to $930 
minion last year, a 325 per cent 
increase from 1987. 

The largest investment was in 
the United States with $509 mil- 
tion. lt was followed by Malaysia, 
foe Philippines ant * Thailand. 

The Economic Daily News said 
many Taiwanese companies, in. 
order to evade taxes and avoid' 
red tape, invested overseas with- 
out approval from the Inve&ment 
Comntisrion. 
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Financial collapse looms in Argentina 


i < 



BUENOS AIRES (R) — Despite 
a spectacular comeback of the 
amtral currency and a fall in 
consumer prices, economists 
The former Post editors sai d have warned that Argentina’s 
Israeli and American Jewish in- wonomy, stricken by hyperinfla- 
vestors, whom they refused to boa, was barely a step away from 
identify, had pledged money for fagggM collapse, 
the newspaper and talks for a Officials trumpeted foe 503 
co mpu ter system and printing per cent revalnation of the austral 

Thursday and a drop in prices as 
proof that a Dracoman restriction 
of the money supply was a soo- 


But economists say it has stung 
the financial system. 

“Credit has all but dried up," 
said Enrique Szewadx, chief eco- 
nomist at the Latin American 


Economic Research Foundation. 
’The question is w h et he r the 
centra] bank will ease its restric- 
tions to help basks.” 

Bankers said some financial 
institutions had to limit withdraw- 
als because they could not meet 
clients’ demandb for cash. 

The government refinanced 
Monday its short-tram bonds and 
suspended short-term time de- 
posits after monthly interest rates 
tripled to 300 per cent last week. 

Banks are allowed to repay 
short-tram investors only up to 
one million anstrals (about £300) 
on their deposits. The balance of 
their in ves tments will be paid 
back in long-term, dollar-de- 


nommated g o ve rn ment bonds. 

Private economists estimate 
the government soaked up be- 
tween 30 and 40 per cent of the 
money siqqriy last week to shore 
up die austral, which had lost 
nearly half its value against the 
U.S. dollar last month as hyper- 
inflation hit Argentina for foe' 
second time in six months. 

The monetary meas ur es both 
affected invertors’ trust and dis- 
rupted foe credit system, bankers 
aim econo mi s ts said. 

An executive at a leading 
European bank said businesses 
that had placed substantial sums 
of money in short-form deposits 


were now stuck with government 
'bonds and may be forced' to 
default on payments^. 

“The credit chain is on the 
’ brink of collapsing. The clearing 
system has been crippled,” said 
the banker, who asked sot to be 
named. “If foe central bank 


ooesn i ease us creoit restnenons, j 

the system could go bust as soon v , 
as tins week.” ’’Cwnr 

Ucn' 

Most of the short-term deposits ^ ^ ft - > 
the government rescheduled will " «{***> 
be doe Tuesday and Wednesday. _! u 
Ther e are fears that investors wul ^ few' 
turn the money into dollars and 'V Ham's 
not put it back into the system. ^ < 
the banker said. ’ i a ff? T 


“Of course Stanley still loves me. 
Hating me is too much work.” 



Now arrange tlM dieted Mtvra 
form the surprise answer, as an 
gestod by tue above cartoon. 





( A nawora tomorrow) 
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Us SanchezbeatsRenebera 1 1 

^ ... . 

Bp j. WELLINGTON (R) = 

■ totded Spaniard PNy* 

■ ™ 

?— Top 
Swcfacz 

-r 1 

foe first set but foe American 
s tcaaaA^sfc oocodudc. 
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after a fivwet mxnrtboa aj 

American. Richey Rend 
paying in Us fair grand 


, - __ - , . t MADRID (R) — Spanish league 

hm ooly esfeflt am to tike the set in a champions Rial Madrid crashed 
D amort wreak. I AtVfim Madrid 3-1 an Saturday 


The Spxraardsaid he faei hB 
the pp h bw , despite bea^ 41 


64. 64 in 3*4 


. , who has plajwj 17 grand 
pzu fiEiais, jseid off as the jnffr h 
«came m. endurance tert. *T 
don’t think I edayod the Wg points 
»o well. Maybe if W won a 
ow*|rfc more, Td have woo the 

match,*' .said eigfctb-aeeded Re* 
Deberg. 

“Maybe I was a link tired at 
the end. It's tough to play a 
match that long — it’s tough to 
keep the coocemnttion goat*." 

Sanchez raced to a 4-0 lead in 


> 

< -J , 

'4 i 4 

i7] 




. k 1 1 i . 

4 ' 

W 4 AV*- 



i j 1 • v . V j «7 





* r r 8 r 4 



raprTaljfprt on Rcneboy’s serving 
proh kna in the deciding seL “I 
think he. got a fink down, a fink 
negative, and I was ahfe to take 
the set," be said. 

Although he rated tns victory 
-Iw wficfc 1 in tbc Hopson Cbd 

wfth Us &tcr Arantxa slightly 
higher, Sandier. said Us triumph 
in the $150,000 Wellington 
tournament would give him confi- 
(knee for ihe Australian Open 

facKT this fyift gpth " 
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AND OHAR SHARIF 


Nonb-5otttfa vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 AXJ1S6 
v X 10 9 

o a 

• 1977 

WEST EAST 


C* K J 7 63 0 A Q » 9 4 

*2 + 64 

SOUTH 

* Q 9 

V *72 

0 52 

* A K o 10 a 5 
The bidding 

North East South West 

1* 2 0 3 • 40 

5 * Past Pan Pan 

Opening lead: Six of 0 
If there bk anything we fear note 
than a person who proudly claim* to 
“play by the sen of the pants.” ills 
one who claims to go "by the 
book. 1 ' The tint is likely to be a 
player with more imagination than 
is healthy; the latter, one with no 
imagination at alL 
The auction is reported as it oc- 
curred, and k does not find favor 
with this department. We would not 
consider aayihaig other than a take- 
out double with the East hand. 


BRASS SUNG 

Wen's four-diamond preempt was 
a rather half-hearted attempt to 
crowd theaBcticn.il was unfikdy to 

already exchanged a considerable 
amount of lnftonuikn. Had we 
been in the Wen tear, we would 
have gone the find! by tatting to five 


West led his fourth-best dia- 
mond. East won ami, with the 
threat of the made suit staring her in 
fbr face, raihnri die ace of bam 
before trying to take a second dia- 
mond. Making five-odd— ■ 
“book** result, yanee West bad 
made the lewboofe opening lead of 
fourth -best in her partner’s urn. 

However, a rather more hoagina- 
the defender would have defeated 
the contract. Ufith five-card sup- 
port for partner's rah, West should 
have realized tfaax two rounds of 
diamonds were not going to live— 
indeed, eves the first diamond 
might not survive. It might be vital 
for West to dheet the defense, but 
dm had no entzy. 

The aohaJon would have bcenio 
lead the kinsof diamonds at ihe 
opening gun. (ha the heart shift at 
trick two would have been obvious, 
and bve-rbve contract. 


THE Daily Crossword 


byDoaaMB. Greet 


ACROSS. 

1 Censor aatmd 
5 Ufce • 



9 Graph dfpe 
13 Aetmao Aoouk 
15 Ancient ch e a t 
15. Rust, range 
17 Force 
13 Food Hear 
20 Arranged In 




25 Draft lettera 
27 Food Kara 

33 Hyson far one 

34 Snlgglefa 


35 Single - 

36 Tapestry 


position 
Sinus cavities 


sang In R 
42 Eur. nation 

44 Hava lunch 

45 Food Ham ' 

49 Hwy. 

50 Rhine tributary 

51 AlrRna for Tel 
Aviv 

53 Palmar Hand 
57 Gam 
60 Food Itmm 

62 Ginza l ocale 

63 Amaiea 

64 The alar seat 

65 Improve a text 

66 Lot 

67 Slaughter 

68 — mundl 


i3HHaa mini 


mmmm 


aaaaun aimaa 


AM fUam AtMrvtd 


8 Uftnd 


0 “Cowanfiy 
Lion 1 * 

10 ¥a — Shoppe 

11 Kean 

12 Teetea win* ' 
14 What lima 


19 Ham's son 
21 Writer or 
setter 

24 Trap 

25 Holds the 
spotlight 

26 lee pinnacle 


1 Badger ■ 

2 — lick ay 

3 Manager of a 
. kind 

4 Hammer 
parts 

6 Bistro 

6 Hockey ace 

7 Peacock 
leather eyas 
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nrinnoFani rannnnran 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnrcni nnnnn 
nnniin nnnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnm 
nnnrann nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
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29 Enter a creek 

meet 

30 Swiss resort 

31 Gem weig h t 43 «pa port 65 Color 

32 Happlfy 46 Smger Johnny 86 Wards of 

37 Syn/s 47 Trouble understand! 

opposite 43 FT. native 67 Sheep 

39 Twosome 52 Baoquet S3 A Redgrave 

40 Olympic S3 Offend 89 Dummy 

contender 54 Song 81 ConcsB 


RAINBOW 



Atkfcco Madrid 3-1 on Saturday 
night is a game riddled with 
yt&ow cards. 


Referee Jose Enriquez, a neut- 
ral Catalan, handed out 12 yellow 
cards, eight for Real, and a red to 
Aroeutine World Cop back Oscar 


Real scored two goals in the 
first (even minutes and domin- 
ated the lint half, imposing their 
rhythm and cooftoing Atletico, 
who had not lost for eight games. 

After halftime, Atletico im- 
proved but Real soon held sway 
again with their better tactics and 
technique. 

Real international midfielder 
Martin Vasqttez scared the first 
two goals, fort with a powerful 
hide in the second minute and 


then taking advantage of a mis- 
take by Atletico goalkeeper 
Agutin Elduayen, who dropped 
a ball he should have held in the 
seventh minute. 

In the 49th minute Eugenio 
Bustmgorri scored fen- Atletico 
with a direct free kick. 

Real reasserted themselves and 
Wert German midfielder Betad 
Schuster dribbled through Atleti- 
.eo’s defence and beat Eldnaten in 
the 75th minute. 

The game in Real's Santiago 
Bemabeu Stadium started with a 
ceremony for Alfredo Di Stefa- 
no, who played with Real in the 
1950 and 60s. Di Srefano, who 

was awarded the dub's greatest 
honour, the ‘laureada’, wifl be- 
come the club's technical assis- 
tant next week. 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 8, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Catroti (tighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sit 22) Accept invitations from up and 
back and observe what is happen- doing mends at restaurants ad 
ing today bur avoid doing anything places of entertainment. Here is a 
until you hove (be chance to evrfu- vitality to your romantic life now 
ate all uperw of the situation. that can continue longer. 

Pursue interesting hobbies. SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

ber 21) Invite as many friends as 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Be po«ible today into yow borne, 
with an update and modern friend You cm sote practically any prob- 

wheu enjoying enicrtaummii so- k™ *ha» nscs beneath your roof 
cU-pleasurea. Get out in the social “** make headway, 
whiri as much as possible with your SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
State. December 21) If you arc part of an 

TAURUS: fArtril 20 to Mavioi Put entertainment group it ean be done 

into motion an *r»«»y^i plan de- in your home. Be romantic and 

Signed for your business activities, you will be very happy ioday to- 

Be wHli the most pvocntaait penou w ™ V 00 * ftK ac hm cai. 

potaOHe enjoying your own resi- CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
dcnce. January 20) Home is certainly a 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) In very happy for you to spend most 
business aBkin stick to suggesbots of your time today. Visit dose 

given by family member of your companions with mate and let 
own fam&y. Get some furnishings, them be more aware of yow afiec- 
etc. from a distance to make your dons. 

home more attractive. AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 

MOON CHILDRE N: (June 22 to *7 l9 ) Much knowledge how to 
July 21) Welcome a successful nwke more money is now at your 

woman from afer into your social fingertips. Invite only practical 

Broun. Entertain at home friends mmded friends into your borne 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) In 
business attain stick to suggestions 


Dimness again stick to suggestions 
given by family me mb e r of your 
own family. Get some furnishings, 
etc. from a distance to make your 
home more attractive. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Welcome a successful 
woman from afar into your serial 
group. Entertain at home friends 
of your friends who arc in your 
vicinity now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) An 
outside »—**”'«■* can gel together 
in social events that bring you 
modi pleasure, listen to what an 
alert and active person suggests for 
bus ines s improvement. 


today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
20) Take the lead where 
terestjiig potential friends 


March 
an in- 


ists. A good day to get your home 
in perfect working order. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today he or she wiD find some 
aspects of learning very difficult to 



who 
will eventually 
ead of them on 



To work for a family 

Call Tel. 664687 


One bedroom, living & dining room, kitchen and washing 
machine, bathroom, central heating, colour TV, telephone, 
and separate entrance. 

Location: near Fourth Circle. 

For further information, please call tel: 667072 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS TO LET 

1 Second floor, 3 bedrooms, large sitting-dining area, kitchen, 2 
large verandas, 1 glassed, bathroom, 1 W.C., complete 
electrical equipment, telephone, central healing and car park. 
2. Ground floor, same as above, but 2 bedrooms only. 
Location Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel area. 

Please call tel. 601795. 


ESCWA VENDOR ROSTER 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA), with its headquar- 
ters in Baghdad, invites companies who wish to be 
included in the ESCWA vendor roster for such 
supplies as office supplies, office equipment, print- 
ing supplies, printing equipment, building mainte- 
nance supplies, electrical supplies, office furniture, 
personal computers, electronic supplies etc. 

To send a telex of Interest addressed to the 
chief, purchase & transportation (Tlx. 213303 
ECWA JK) advising their mailing address 
and commodities marketed. 


Italian soccer: 


Late Napoli goal means no change at top 


Sy Jfo Newton. 

ROME (R) — A late header by 
Andrea Garnevale from a Diego 
Maradona free kick earned 
league leaden Napoli a 1-0 home 
victory against lowly Ascoli Sun- 
day, leaving the top of Italian 
soccer’s first division virtually un- 
changed. 

Title contenders AC Milan and 
Roma blitzed three goals past 
Cesena and Udinese respectively 
and Internationale retained 
second place with a fine 1-0 away 
win against Cremoncsc. 

Napoli, who in their last league 
game of 1989 suffered their first 
defeat this season away to Lazio, 
started sluggishly against second- 
last Ascoli and suffered a setback 
in the 38th minute when midfiel- 
der Luca Fust left the field in- 
jured. He was replaced by Massi- 
mo Mauro. 

But Napoli, whose moch-criti- 
dsed defence was bolstered by 
the return of Alessandro Renka, 
absent through injury for nearly 
four months, finally got the goal 
which had eluded them, thanks to 
Argentinian captain Maradona. 


His 72nd nunme free kick from 
tire edge of the penalty area was 
fli ghted precisely for Gmevnle 
to sane with a powerful header. 

Earlier, Napoli fullback Qro 
Ferrara came dose when a long 
range shot was barely kept out by 
Ascoli keeper Fabnrio LoriezL 
Italy international Roberto 
Donadom gave world dab cham- 
pions AC Moan an early lead In 
their 3-0 hammering of Cesena 
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when he put a low shot from 18 
metres (yards) past keeper Sebas- 
tiano Rossi in the 10th minute. 

Defender Mauro Tassotti made 
it two shortly after the restart and 
footballer of the year Marco van 

Batten scored the third with a 
spot kick after being brought 
down inside the area. 

The Dutch international strik- 
er’s penalty brings his season’s 
league tally to seven, level with 
German international Rod! Voel- 
ler of Roma who sewed with 
perhaps the luckiest penally of 
the day in his side’s 3-1 home win 
against Udinese. 

Refere e Luciano Lud pointed 
to the spot after Roma’s Rug- 
giero Rizzitelli was felled by 
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Diego Maradona 

keeper Beniamino Abate. Voel- 
ler hit his spot kick too dose to 
abate and was fortunate when the 


ball rebounded near enough for 
him to put it away at the second 
attempt. 


F.A. Cup day: 


Glory for some , misery for others 


By Rex Gowar 


LONDON (R) — first division 
players walked off with their 
heads bowed wh3e virtual un- 
knowns basked in unexpected 
glory after Saturday’s third round 
of the English Football Associa- 
tion (F.A.) Cup. 

Coventry, one of the classier 
sides, were blasted by manager 
John Sillet after being buntUed 
out by lowly opposition for the 
second successive year. 

“There are uo excuses what- 
soever. We were playing ihe ball 
square and backwards all the 
time. It was a complete disaster," 
Sillet said after the shock 1-0 
defeat at third division North- 
ampton. 

Coventry, winners in 1987, fell 
at the same stage last year to 
minor league Sutton United. 

SOlet was particularly angry be- 
cause his players had made him 
eat his pre-match words. He had 
said: “that 2-1 defeat at Sutton 
was our inoculation against it 


Steve Berry, whose 42nd-mi- 
nute goal sank Coventry, said: “1 
have Jbtad some good times in 
football with my previous dubs 
but this most beat them alL" 
League leaders and cup holders 
Liverpool must replay with Swan- 
sea on Tuesday, in no small mea- 
sure because of a young goal- 
keeper who has been none too 
popular at the third division dub. 

Lee Braeey made several good 
saves, particularly from interna- 
tionals Ian Rush, Steve Nicol and 
Steve McMahon to keep the 
score 0-0. 

Manager Ian Evans said: “Lee 
needs a pat on the back. He’s 
taken some flack from all quar- 
ters, including myself.” 
Nineteen-year-old substitute 
Paul Hirons of fourth division 
Torquay scored with his first 
touch of the ball to send three- 
times winners West Ham of the 
second division crashing 1-0. 

He later said he was scared to 
even touch the ball for fear of 
malting a mistake. “I was a bit 
nervous because die lads were 
doing well and a slight mistake 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1983 LWB Safari Landrover series 3. White, full service 
history if required. 120,305 kms. Ideal for campers. Offers 
by sealed bid welcome by 25 January 1990. 

For appointment to view, contact 823100 x 212. 


_______ for RKN T 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

• One bedroom. Wing-dining room k & b. 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining room k & b. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location Jabaf Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 641443 - 642351 




tool 


A woman looking for another single woman to share with a 
new furnished two-bedroom flat in Swafieh area. 

Contact Tel: 821723 or 664848 


NEEDED 


Qualified experienced 
housekeeper for im- 
mediate employment. 

For interviews: Tel: 
672013 - Mrs. Rita 
Ata (between 9 
a.m.-l p.m. daily) 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wae! Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


Rowbotham put Exeter ahead 
five minutes from time but Nor- 
wich were level again within 30 
seconds fbrongh Robert Fleck. 

Chelsea also drew 1-1 at home 
to third division Crewe thanks to 
a late goal by defender Steve 
Clarke. 

Blackburn drew 2-2 with Aston 
Villa in a tie loaded with history. 
The second division side, who 
won foe cup six times in foe first 
half of foe century equalised 
twice against in-form first division 
Villa, record seven times win- 
ners. 

Four first division teams were 
happy after making foe fourth 
round in one attempt. 


could have put them out.” 

Linden Jones bad a nightmare 
start for third division reading as 
his error allowed Sunderland to 
take foe lead. But his two second 
half goals sank foe second divi- 
sion side, triumphant in 1973 
through a goal by current reading 
coach Ian Porterfield. 

Minor league Darlington 
earned a replay at home to fourth 
division Cambridge but Whitley 
Bay fell to Rochdale, also of foe 
fourth division. 

First division Wimbledon, 1988 
winners, last 2-0 at West Brom- 
wich Albion. Goals by Gary Rob- 
son and Kevin Bartlett gave foe 
second division side their first win 
in foe competition for six years. 

Luton, one from bottom of foe 
first division, crashed 4-1 at 
Brighton, who won ax home for 
foe first time in three months. 

* Other first division sides were 
glad to secure replays after being 
pressed all foe way. 

Exeter manager Terry Cooper 
said he felt mixed emotions after 
foe fourth division leaders drew 
1-1 at home to Norwich. Danan 


DUTY UNPAID 
FOR SALE BY TENDER 

1986 Austin Montego 2.0L Mayfair saloon. Dark blue, 
radio/cassette, front electric windows, sunroof, 97,000 
kms, excellent condition. Offers by sealed bid welcome by 
25 January 1990. 

For appointment to view, contact 823100 x 212. 


REQUIRED 

\ 

English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification 

Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 





/HIKMk AL-HIKMA PHARMACEUTICALS 
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Due to its expansion in its research activities, 
Al-Hikma Pharmaceuticals invites applications for 
the following positions : 

1- Head Of R&D (Formulations) 

The applicant should have a Ph.D. in Pharmaceutics. 

2- Head Of Research (Chemical Synthesis) 

The applicant should have a Ph.D. in organic or medical 
Chemistry. 

3- Head Of Research (Pharmacology) 

The applicant should have a Ph.D. in pharmacology 
Industrial experience for above mentioned positions 
is preferable. 

Qualified applicants may send their resume to : 

Personnel Department 

Al-Hikma Pharmaceuticals, P.O.Box 182400 

Amman - Jordan 

Confidential consideration will be given to all aprications 




CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 



Cinema 

Tel: 634144 
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Cinema 


PLAZA 


Td: 674111 
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Libenan 

■ 

troG ps attacking civilians 


MONROVIA., Liberia (AP) — Liberian refugees 
bave poured into neighbouring Ivory Coast to escape 
fighting in a border area and . Haim soldiers halve 
shot and killed an unknown number of civilians, a 
report said Sunday. 


The report broadcast by the 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
(BBC) came as refugees fleeing 
the region told other repor- 
ters that Liberian troops were 
trilling civ ilians .indiscriminately. 

The r j flim* could not be inde- 
pendently verified. 

Diplomats have said it is diffi- 
cult to determine the number of 
Liberians fleeing hostilities in 
the region, 120 kilometres north 
east of Monrovia, bat some re- 
ported fixe figure as high as 8,000 
to 10,000. 

Fighting erupted two weeks 
ago when, according to Liberia, 
about 100 rebels led by Liberian 
dissident Charles Taylor crossed 
into north eastern Nimba County 
from Ivory Coast with die intent of 
toppling President Samuel Doe. 

Doe, who seized power in a 
bloody 1980 coup, told thousands 
gathered Saturday at a rally in 
Monrovia that Liberian fences 
were en g a g ed in a huge search of 
the area to flush out any remain- 
ing rebels. 


He also warned citizens to in- 
form on the rebels whereabouts 
“because if we catch them in your 
home, we will treat you as a 
rebel. Therefore, furnish us with 
information if you want to be on 

the safe side." 

Liberia has said the rebels, who 
call themselves the National Pat- 
riotic Fro nt, had killed more than 
200 people, but that only a few 
dissidents remained on die .run, 
"sporadically attacking civilians 
in the forest areas of Nimba.” 

Doe said troops were bringing 
the situation under control and 
that a dnsk-to-dawn curfew has 
been damped on the sparsely 
populated region. 

Brig. -Gen. Edward Smith, the 
army commander in charge- of the 
embattled Nimba county, re- 
vealed die civilian casualties Fri- 
day when Doe visited the region. 

The radio quoted Smith as 
saying that in one border town 
atone, seven people had been 
shot and kille d as they were 
praying in a mosque. He said only 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Polish Communists to dissolve party 

WARSAW (R) — Poland’s Communist Party leader have given 
the green ligh t to its dissolution and replacement by a non- Marxis t 
party at a special congress this month. The 230 -ro ember Central. 
Committee, at its last formal meeting, approved the agenda for a 
congress that will disband the Polish United Workers Party 
(PUWP) on Jan. 27 and form a socialist party tailored to the new 
East European democracy. The decision to disband the party 
follows its crushing defeat by Solidarity in parliamentary elections 
last June andite handover of power to a Solidarity-led govern- 
ment in September. In a resolution passed at a day-long me eting, 
the Central Committee turned over to the 1,637 congress 
the agenda, draft statutes for the new party, a list of 
possible names for it and a strongly-worded programme distanc- 
ing it from the Stalinist heritage of the PUWP. The Central 
Committee, anxious to avert a last-minute split between bardlm- 
ers and performers that could weaken the new party, (fid not 
adopt the documents but simply voted to pass them over to the 
d e tegflfog for discussion ast the congress. Party chief Mieczyslaw 
Rako wski, a contender for the leadership of the new party, 
expressed relief that the party had held together. He said the new 
party’s goal would be to gather together the entire Polish left. 
There was no danger that it would be dominated by PUWP 
apparatchiks, or officials, Rakowski said. 

Brunei frees 6 political detainees 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — The Sultanate of Brunei has released 
six political detainees held under its internal security act since an 
abortive revolt 27 years ago which was suppressed by British-led 
Gurkha troops. Ruler and Prime Minister Saltan Hassanal 
BoDriah agreed to release the six, according to a statement from 
Brunei’s state-run broadcasting division. “Before their release, 
the detainees renewed their pledge of loyalty to His Majesty and 
the Brunei gov e rn m ent and to uphold the laws of Bruno...” said 
die statement. 

Bomb explodes near Indian parliament 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A small homemade bomb exploded under 
a tree outside parliament Sunday but no one was injured, police 
said. “It was a very crude device without much lethal power,” a 
senior police official said. “There is no <famap» to person or 
property." No one has claimed responsibility for the blast, said 
the official, who spoke on condition he not be named. Parli amen t 
was not in season when the explosion occurred at 9:05 a.m. -(0335 
GMT). The police official said bomb experts found no trace of a 
timing device, which in d icated the bomb was detonated by some 


sort of impact, such as being thrown or falKng out of the tree. He 
said a shrapnel-shredded blanket was found entwined in the 
branches of the tree, which is outside a gate in the wall 
surrounding parliament. He said this indicated the blanket had 
been wrapped around the bomb, which be said most have been 
hurled by someone or else bad been hidden in the tree, fell off a 
limb and exploded when it hit the ground. 
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libenan soldier was killed in 
the fighting. 

Smi th also produced three 
identity cards he said were taken 
from suspected rebels identified 
only as Ivorian nationals. 

Liberia repeatedly has accused 
Ivory Coast of h ar bo uri ng Doe’s 


opponents, a charge the Ivorians 
deny. Ivory Coast President Felix 
Houpbonet-Boigny reportedly 
sent a high-level delegation to 
Daiumde, tile Ivorian border vil- 
lage where the dissidents are said 
to have crossed into Liberia. 

Liberia also has churned the 
rebels were trained in Libya and 
Burkina Faso. Bmkma Faso has 
denied the charge. 

The dissidents are reportedly 
led by Taylor, the director-gener- 
al of Liberia’s General Services 
Agency from 1980 - 83 . 

His forces appear to have no 
connection with Liberia’s oppoa- 
tion parties, the largest of which, 
the United People’s Party, has 
condemned the invaders for using 
unconstitutional methods against 
the government. 

Doe, a fponer sergeant major, 
seized power in an April 1980 
coup in winch President WHfiarn 
Tolbert and most of his political 
allies were killed. 

Liberia was founded by freed 
American slaves in 1947 . 


Cambodian 
rebels , 
battle for 
provincial 
capital 

BANGKOK (R) — Khmer 
Rouge rebels said Sunday their 
forces were «ipipH in heavy 


Western diplomats said the 
attack would be a major blow to 
morale in Phnom Penh, which 
has lost control of large rural 
areas in the west to rebels but has 
so far held onto towns. 

The offensive could not be 
independently confirmed. 

Defenderes in the provincial 
capital of Battambang, 230 
kil om etres north west of Phnom 
Penh, called in tanfa to su pport 
them after the attack was laun- 
ched Friday, Khmer Rouge 
radio, monitored in Bangkok, 
said. 

As the government armour and 
reinforcements approached the 
town they were ambushed and 
partly routed by the Khmer 
Rouge, the radio said. 

The rebels attacked the region- 
al mffitaw headquarters, the ci- 
ty’s airfield at Bek Chan, the new 
market, and what the radio de- 
scribed as Vietnamese barracks. 

“Battambang town burns 
brightly. The fire was still raging 
at dawn," if said, quoting from a 


( ♦ kj r»;i i 

r 


1 1 

MM 

yi T-h * i 


m a situation of defeat and great 
difficulty in every field,” a com- 
mentary an Khmer Rouge radio 


Diplomats said they had ex- 
pected a rebel a tt ack on a major 
town to mark the a nni ve r s a ry of 
the establishment of the Han Sen 


Penh after Vietnam in- 
vaded the country in 1978 and 
ousted the Khmer Rouge. 

“I heard Vie tnamese diplomats 
back in September saying they 
expected a major attack an Bat- 
tambang, but I don’t thin lr this 
heralds a strike on Phnom Penh," 
one diplomat said. 

“From a military point of view, 
it wouldn't really dumy- thing* 
that much, but from a morale 
po int of view it’s a major blow," 
he said. 

“From my knowledge Ed say 
there’d be panic among s t the 
people in Phnom Penh.” 
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ffedgfmg opposition parties 
cess to the media before holding 
free elections. 

m 

After more than five hours of 
talks with Romanian leaders 
Saturday, Shevardnadze said the 
two countries would begin nego- 
tiations in the near future mi 
opening die border to allow peo- 
ple on both rides to make contact 
“with oat any difficulties what- 
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Aquino orders seizure 
of all private airfields 

MANILA (Agencies) — Presi- About 500 rebel offexas mid 
dent Corazon Aquino, wary of men in volved m the December 

ha* mutiny remamat large, including 


Shevardnadze’s visit appeared 
to mark a taming point in Soviet- 
Romanjan relations, which had 
beat frosty in the past, first b©^ 
cause ousted leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu pursued maverick 
foreign and e conomic policies 
and later because he rejected any 
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of private aircraft 
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December's muitazy putsch. 
Aquino, in a signed copy of her 
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abide by wide-ranging human 
rights accords adopted last Janu- 
ary in Vienna % 35 nations 
attending the conference on 
security and cooperation.' 

The accords promised greater 
freedom of religion, travel and 
emigration; a freer flow of in- 
fbnnafian and the right of citizens 
in each country to form groups to 
monitor their government’s hu- 
man rights record. 

The opening of the Soviet bor- 
der wifi be of particular benefit to 
Soviet Moldavians, whose spoken 
language is identical to Roma- 
nian. Soviet Moldavia c onsi rt s 
Iaxgedyof territory annexed from 
Romania by Josef Stalin in 1940 
under a secret protocol to the 
Hitter-Statin pact which was re- 
cently declared invalid by. the 
Soviet Congress of People’s De- 


Panama prepares 300 


corruption cases 


report 
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Aquino agned the order on 
Dec. 27 in fine with emergency 
powers gi ven here by the Con- 
gress to help thwart further coup 
attem pt s . She has survived sra 
army mutinies since takbw power 
in a popular revolt in February 
1986 . 

The Philippine Daily Inquirer 
newspaper saul most of the coun- 
try’s 128 registered private air- 
fields were owned by multi- 
national «wwp»«ie* and former 
business associates of late dicta- 
tor Fenfinaad Marcos. 

: Some of die rebel army offic- 
ers who nearly toppled Aquino m 
the Dec. 1-7 coup bid were for- 
mer allies of Maras, toppled by 
Aqmno in the 1986 revolt. 

Aquino issued the order to 
prevent “the lire of thes e facilities 
and aircraft in the f urt h eran ce of 
mutiny and rebellion,” the direc- 
tive said. 

Defence officials have accused 
opposition politicians, business- 
men and foreigners of giving 
financial and other support to the 
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In her weekly radio address, 
Mrs. A^amo rim said em e rgency 
powers given her by congress last 
month would ensure the delivery 
of ' essential services, prevent an 
economic slowdown and bring 
“justice for our people against 
the traitors.” 

Mrs. Aquino said the powers of 
the commission include the right 
to rxaminr the bank accounts of 
s up porters of the foiled coop. 

This measure is a sign of our 
firm resolve to expose and punish 


M pieces 
said. 


off with 
Aquino 


Transportation Secretary 
Oscar Qrbos said in an interview 
his office lacked the men to police 
all tiie private airstrips m the 
Philippines and rill ask the De- 
fence Department to help out by 
MrijnwBg sohfiexs to the job. 


The law — signed last Friday 
and made public only Sunday — 
grants quasi-jadirial po wers to 
the five-mem b e r oo mmisritHI, in- 
dotiing tiie right to grant witnes- 
ses immunity from prosecution. 

It can also protect, witnesses 
against setf-mcxnmnatkm in testi- 
mony compelled fay the commis- 
sion. 

The commission can require 
the monetary bo ar d to d» « 5 n»» 
infotmatian or grant authority to 
examine bank acco un t s if it has 
“reasonable ground” to behove 
that the fends were used in the 
coup attempt. 

Tne law provides the commis- 
sion with a yearlong mandate. 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Panamanian investigators are 
prep ari ng more than 300 oomfo- 
tion cases against officials of the 
deposed role, whose take may 
have amounted to one-fifth of 
Panama’s national budget, a 
reported. 

with the new Panama- 
nun government say documents 
of the government run by de- 
posed Gen. Manuel Antonio 
Noriega indicated 20 per cent of 
the budget went to pay political 
employees who never worked, 
the Los Angeles Times repe n t e d 
Sunday. 

Along with padding payrolls, 
former nmmcrpal authorities are 

being investigated for illegal pro- 
curement and other embezzle* 
meat schemes, the paper said, 
(jutting officials who spoke on 
gondrt fon of anonymity. 

Investigations also are under- 
way in 12 mini st ri es of Panama’s 
federal government, indnding 
the finance and justice mini s tri es, 
officials for those agencies sakL 

Three hundred cnmmal cases 
being prepared by Panamanian 
authorities are based on evidence 
gat h ered by the office of control- 
•fer General Rubra Caries, Pana- 
ma’* chief fiscal investigator, and 
sent to the attorney general, the 
paper said. 

“The public administration of 
the Nonega reg im e was based 
only an seeing bow much they 
eoud steaL And what they stole 
was incredible,” Panama City 
Maytt Gmnenno Cochez said. 

Q irh«r csriH hit tfaff hsm iil«rfb . 

fied and fired employees who 


served in Noriega’s paramilitary 
dignity battalions. Officials also 
are hunting phantom workers — 
the no-show cronies who regular- 
ly received government 


But corruption prosecutions 
axe hindered by the sabotage of 
reco r d s by Nonega loyalists early 
rfnrmg fighting in the capital on 
Dec. 21 , the paper said. 

. Court employees told investi- 
gators they saw several supreme 
court magistrates of Panama set- 
ting their own files afire. A Mare 
swept through the court offices at 
the Justice Mhiistxy, destroying 
most of the case records. 

Officials in the controller 
general’s office said half the cases 
they have received had been 
shelved by the Noriega regime. 

Meanwhile the former head of 
die U.S. Justice Department 
aBeged Saturday that mere was 
an official conspiracy erf silence 
over the true death toll in the 
U.S.' invasion of Panama, saying 
it was more than 1,000 rather 
than hundreds reported officially. 

“I think there has been a con- 
spiracy of silence from the very 
beginning. There has been a fai- 
lure to openly address the ques- 
tion,” former U.S. Attorney- 
General Ramsey Clark fold a 


“There is an obvious strong 
motive not to count bodies by 
gov e r nm ents. But attention must 
be paid. History demands to 
know, humanity demands to 
know, the future demands to 
know how many were killed,” he 


Scientists are puzzled 

By KQ Tarrant vast coastal arras and forests 


about global warming 


NEW DELHI — The “green- 
house effect” is ttety to be- 
cooe tiie new decade’s most 


vast coastal a re a s and forests 
would dnrinUi 
How mach the planet is 
warming, what b can s ing it, 
and what shoaid be done is a 
matter for hot debate. 


“Curat (Unking fe that 25 
per cent of .the ga s e s are man 
made and 75 per cent are Batn- 
nd,” be nU. 


of ca rbo n dtaMe cmMam 
over foe next 50 te 79 yean ff 
nothing is done, G«yB said. 


a theory that fluorocarbons 


dioxide fawrioBi over the 
59 to 70 yean if notfabgis 



Kaifu’s Europe trip to boost Japan’s global role 


TOKYO (R) — 
Minister ToshQ 
wind European 


i Kati n’s wirirt- 
tonr will show- 
political 
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Kaifu’s Jan. 8-18 tour begins 
with a keynote speech in West 
Bcriin on Japan’s measures to 
strengthen ties with the whole of 
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scribe the chanj 
and irrev e rsi ble. 


, the — 


as -“historic 
according to 

L 

— *- is to be 


Foreign N fimstr y said in a briefing official said. 
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assurances that the European 
market will remain open after the 
integration of the European 
Community in 1992 . 
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Actor escapes 
plane lire 
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series Marcus Wrfby, MJA.andL 
was also in die Hotels series, was 
taking off in hts Cessna 182 from 
an airfield, on tiie imrtfKriL^qj^; 
skirts of Los Angeles when ago#, 
of wind hurled tbe plane down an 
embankment, pobce said. -1be 
$ 25,000 aircraft ws engulfed in 
flames and destroyed, but Brofin 
survived, a spokesman sakL &o- 
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tmy-Fox plans to start shooting 4 .. 

the film at Stapleton and in Weld 
county on Jan. 15 . Rqae sen ta- ?** ^ 
fives of all airfines that trie Sta- ^ k " a: 
pfeton lodged: a ownplaint last 
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execution stayed 

NEW DELHI (AP) — A ju 


P Haiti 






- — - - . v / r^b l. - 

southern India stayed the eacecu-’^ffid 1 
fion of a monkey in response to ^ 5 ) Hon 
pleas from animal foveas, a news* in 
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